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Purpose of the Plan
The Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan
guides the implementation of a recreational
and civic amenity for both locals and tourists.
It establishes a vision for a much larger
and interconnected regional trail system
that will boost economic development in
Mariposa County through recreation-oriented
transactions, while also serving a range of
environmental restoration and enhancement
objectives.
Mariposa Creek flows heaviest in winter and
spring, when seasonal rains and snowmelt
fill the Creek bed and overtop its banks.
The high water lasts until late May or June,
depending on snowpack in the Sierra Nevada,
and by midsummer the Creek has settled
into a much lower water level. By fall, water is
reduced even more, before the return of rain
in November and December. This seasonal
variation in water flow is common to the
Sierra Foothills and their streams, and it has
influenced the relationship of the town of
Mariposa with the Creek.
Originally seen as an important water source
and a boon for mining operations, the Creek
was eventually regarded as either a dried up
ditch or an overflowing nuisance, depending
on the season. The core of Mariposa moved
to higher ground, with buildings turning their
backs to the Creek.
This development pattern, and the tourism
industry that eventually developed alongside
it, did not value the Creek as an asset to be
enjoyed. Parking lots for businesses, loading
zones, and auto repair shops took position
astride the Creek.
Redbud during Creek Week.

Not until the implementation of Phase I of
the Creek Parkway, and the construction of
the Mariposa County Arts Park, did a new
relationship begin to emerge between the
town and the Creek. Currently, Parkway users
can walk about a quarter mile on paved
surfaces and bridges, which includes Phase
II of the Parkway along Stroming Road. At 8th
Street, a public utility right-of-way presents a
clear opportunity for the Parkway’s expansion,
and this section is identified as Phase III.
Phase III is currently in private property and
not open to the public. However, there are
no gates or barriers to entry, allowing some
people to use it for walking, others for shelter,
and others for more illicit purposes. There
is often garbage and debris scattered in the
right-of-way, and it does not present itself as
a welcoming destination, especially at night.
This project will change that perception and
create a welcoming and connective trail that
can be enjoyed by everyone.

Goals
On the surface, this project will improve
and expand the Mariposa Creek Parkway
to the Joe Howard Street Bridge, and will
tie the existing trail into a larger network of
recreational and cultural spaces. It will also set
the stage for the continuation of the Parkway
northwards to connect with Route 49 at the
County Jail, and southwards to connect with
the Mariposa County Fairgrounds. In addition,
the project will enhance existing portions
of the Parkway with amenities and create a
cohesive Parkway experience from the Arts
Park to the Joe Howard Street Bridge.
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At a deeper level, the Creek Parkway
extension will create an experience for locals
and tourists that is more than just a trail. As
an integral piece of Mariposa’s public realm,
the Parkway’s implementation and final design
is guided by three community-driven themes
identified during the project’s community
engagement phase. The themes are:
1.

Health + Wellness

2.

Community + Creativity

3.

Education + Environment

These themes will weave throughout the
Parkway, offering different ways for different
users to enjoy the trail. It is critical that
the Creek Parkway serve the needs of its
constituents in multiple ways. Some users
will see the trail as a mode of transportation,
whether to shops or to school, and others will
see it as a recreational escape, as a place to
walk the dog, enjoy a morning stroll, or as the
entry point for adventures further afield.
The themes act as lenses to help organize
Parkway amenities and design decisions, and
to give depth to the project so that users will
return often and create their own narratives
about what the trail means to them. By
layering the themes and offering a variety of
experiences, a sense of stewardship will take
root, and the Creek itself will be seen as an
integral part of living in Mariposa. This local
pride will be passed on to tourists, who are
seeking authentic experiences when they
arrive in town. As a complementary offshoot
of the historic core, the Parkway will expand
tourist offerings in town, and will provide a
connecting route between attractions.
4

At its heart, the goal of this project is
to change the perception of the Creek,
transitioning from a ditch out back to a
sought after destination. In this way, it will
also change the visitors’ perceptions of
Mariposa from a temporary place to stay
into a remarkable town that emphasizes its
connections to outdoor experiences in the
surrounding landscape.
Reflecting this idea, the plan has multiple
scales of impact; site specific as a parallel
corridor to Route 140/49, town-wide with
connections to trails that surround the town
and link to other parks and preserves, and
finally regionally, as the midpoint for a much
wider connection from the Central Valley to
Yosemite Valley.
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The first Creek Parkway Master Plan, Kay Hutmacher, 1991.
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Project History
Dialogue around the idea for a trail along
Mariposa Creek began in the 1980s, and
took root in the Spring of 1987 with a kickoff
site visit hosted by the Mariposa Creek
Committee, chaired by then-Supervisor
George Radanovich. The design of Phase I,
from Highway 140 on the south to the base
of 5th Street began soon after, along with
a Conceptual Master Plan of the buildout
of the entire project from the Fairgrounds
to Highway 49 being finalized in 1991. This
demonstrates the staying power of this
vision in the mind of the community. It is now
over 30 years since the first ideas were put
together, and the idea is still relevant.
The County Public Works Department
oversaw the first new construction on the
Parkway, which included the installation of
the Phase I bridge, path, planting, and lighting
in 1992, which was enabled by Park Bond
funding and community donations.
NOTE: Importantly, from a regulatory standpoint, the Town
Specific Plan went through a program level Environmental
Impact Report (EIR), and the Creek Parkway project is
intended to tier off that review. In other words, while
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) may require additional environmental review of the
selected project, despite the inclusion of the project in the
Mariposa Town Planning Area Specific Plan EIR certified
in 1992, this review may be as simple as completing the
CEQA checklist or, at most, require an Initial Study /
Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) that will describe
existing site conditions, evaluate project impacts to biotic
resources, determine which impacts are significant, and
prescribe mitigation that would, to the extent possible,
reduce impacts to a less than significant level.

The Mariposa Town Planning Area Specific
Plan was also adopted in 1992 (see note),
and included a substantial section on the
development of the Mariposa Creek Parkway,
including the 1991 Conceptual Master Plan.
This document codifies the community’s
intention to continue to extend the Parkway.
The Master Plan was then refined and
updated in 1993.
The next step occurred when a Schematic
Design for the extension of the Parkway from
5th Street to 8th Street began in 1999. By
2000, Phase II was complete, extending the
Parkway to a length of 0.4 miles. Funding of
Phase II featured an extension of the trail,

development of planting and irrigation, and
a pedestrian bridge. Unfortunately, however,
the funding did not include many of the other
enhancements featured in the Schematic Plan,
notably the developed separation between
the trail and Stroming Road, a condition which
persists today.
In 2002, the Mariposa County Arts Council
spearheaded development of the Mariposa
County Arts Park between the Phase I trail
and Highway 140/49, with the first community
event at the Arts Park on a starry Saturday
night in July of 2004. To this day the Arts Park
represents the biggest community hub and
gathering space on the Parkway, and is still
used extensively for events.
In 2009, acquisitions secured land on the
south side of Mariposa Creek enabling
connections between the Creek corridor and
the northern end of the town of Mariposa.
These acquisitions began to piece together
an option for a trail on the south side of
the Creek, which is the alignment under
consideration in this plan.
The 2015 “Town of Mariposa Transportation
Center Feasibility Study – Phase 1” and 2017
Economic Vitality Strategy identified the
Mariposa Creek Parkway as a vital project in
the town of Mariposa, as if to reiterate once
more the value of this asset to the community.
The County hired Sierra Designs to work with
the Town of Mariposa Transportation Center
Advisory Committee to develop a Conceptual
Plan for Phase III of the Parkway, which
identified alternative pathways and a preferred
alignment of the trail from 8th Street to Joe
Howard Street on the north side of the Creek,
7
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namely due to remaining private ownership
on the south side of the Creek. The design
also included a trailhead, proposed amenities,
and supplemental projects in Phases I and II.
Property acquisition and/or easements were
proposed in the Phase III design to support
the development of the Parkway.
All of these previous plans and efforts built
momentum for the County to obtain a grant
from the Caltrans Sustainable Communities
Transportation Planning program for a final
master plan for the Parkway. And so in the
fall of 2018, this project began, building
upon many years of community interest and
visionary thinking by others. WRT has led
this effort, with extensive input from Sierra
Designs, the knowledge base of the project.
To jump start this new round of planning,
our team conducted extensive community
engagement over the next year to build
enthusiasm and County support for a master
plan that will seek construction funding in the
coming months.

Archival imagery of the site during spring high water (top)
and in winter (bottom). The seasonality of the water level
creates interest year-round.
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Existing planning has been extensive, through updates to
the original concept plan and implementation of the first and
second phases, and inclusion in the Town Planning Area
Specific Plan and Mariposa County Parks and Recreation
Master Plan.

9

MARIPOSA CREEK PARKWAY MASTER PLAN

Mariposa Context
Mariposa County is a rural county situated in
central California, adjacent to the San Joaquin
Valley and within the western foothills of the
Sierra Nevada mountains. It is one of the
state’s least populated counties yet remains
an international tourist destination because
of Yosemite National Park, which is located
in the county’s northeastern section and
serves as a key driver of the local economy.
There are no incorporated jurisdictions in
Mariposa County; however, there are many
small towns and residential communities with
concentrated clusters of homes. The Town of
Mariposa, with approximately 2,200 people as
of the 2010 U.S. Census, is the county seat and
largest community.
The second largest community, Yosemite
Village, also has more than 1,300 fulltime residents. About half of the county’s
population lives in these and other small
communities with the balance residing in
sparsely populated settings throughout the
area. One of Mariposa County’s most notable
assets is its scenic character, and there is an
extraordinary diversity of natural resources
contributing to the county’s overall character
and its tourism base.
The county is also greatly defined by its
rural settlements with direct access to
recreational open spaces and the natural
environment. Western portions of the county
are in proximity to the City of Merced, easily
accessible by Highway 140 which traverses
the County and provides direct, all-weather
access to Yosemite Valley on the more
mountainous eastern side. The larger cities
10

of Fresno and Modesto are also within
commuting distance for county residents.
Geography
Mariposa County’s unique location between
the San Joaquin Valley and Sierra Nevada
range means the topography and terrain is
not uniform across the County. Elevations
range from approximately 300 to more than
10,000 feet above sea level, with terrain that
varies from grassy rolling hills to alpine-like
mountains. The western edge of the County is
characterized by gentle terrain that blends into
the agricultural and grazing lands of the San
Joaquin Valley.
The Town of Mariposa and most other small
communities lie within the low-to-midelevation foothills and valleys of the Sierra
Nevada’s west slope. The eastern portion
of the County, part of the famed High Sierra
region, includes rugged mountainous terrain
with several high-elevation camps that are
used only during summer months. Heavily
forested ridges and valleys, agricultural
landscapes, small lakes, and free-flowing
rivers and streams are found throughout the
County.
The Merced River is the primary watercourse
flowing through the County and is most
known for its swift and steep course through
the southern part of the Yosemite Valley. The
river’s character changes dramatically once
it reaches the western plains and becomes a
slow-moving meandering stream that enters
Lake McClure. The County’s transportation
network relies heavily on state highways,
county roadways, and private connector or

Along the Merced River at Briceburg.
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backcountry roads that cut across the area’s
rugged terrain. Highway 140 is the most
traveled route, serving as the primary gateway
to Yosemite National Park. Yosemite is
considered a crown jewel of the National Park
system and is internationally recognized as
one of the natural wonders of the world. The
park features El Capitan, the largest granite
monolith in North America; Yosemite Falls, the
highest waterfall in North America; and Half
Dome, one of the most iconic mountains in
the world.
Land Ownership
Mariposa County’s jurisdictional boundaries
encompass a total area 1,463 square miles, of
which 1,449 square miles is land and 14 square
miles is water. More than 1,000 square miles
are forested lands, most of which include
large tracts in public ownership such as large
portions of the Stanislaus and Sierra National
Forests. There are also privately-owned
wooded lands including approximately 100
square miles of commercially valuable timber.
Several governmental agencies manage vast
expanses of land, with approximately 53% of
the county’s land in public ownership. Public
land managers include the Department of
Interior’s National Park Service and Bureau of
Land Management (whose combined holdings
total over 40% of the county); remaining
federal land is under the jurisdiction of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. The State
of California has minor land ownership with
Caltrans responsible for state highway rightsof-way and maintenance facilities located
throughout the County. Other significant
public landowners include the Merced
12

Irrigation District, which owns lands along the
Merced River and around Lakes McClure and
McSwain, and the Mariposa County Unified
School District. Of the privately-owned lands
in the County, approximately 400 square miles
are utilized for agriculture and timberland
preservation. This represents nearly 56% of
the total land in the County under private
ownership. Most residential development
occurs close to existing infrastructure with
access to state highways or county roads,
and the County generally keeps commercial
development within town planning areas with
services to deter sprawl into rural areas.
Population
Mariposa County’s year-round population has
remained relatively steady in recent years,
though it experienced an estimated decline of
632 residents (-3.5%) between 2010 and 2017.
It ranks as California’s sixth least-populated
county with residents dispersed throughout
many rural areas. Mariposa County’s median
age (51.1 years) is also much higher than the
state average (36.1 years) and the population
has been steadily aging over the past
several decades. This may require mitigation
programs that consider any potential barriers
associated with an older demographic, such
as fixed incomes, limited mobility, or capacity
to install and maintain mitigation features.
Tourism
Tourism is the primary industry in Mariposa
County. In 2016, nearly 47% of all jobs were
in industries that include travel and tourism
(compared to a statewide average of 17%).

Yosemite National Park, from Tunnel View.
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Yosemite National Park is a major economic generator, but the County is beginning to undergo
a transition from a predominantly resource- and tourism-based economy to a more varied
population and economic base. While tourism and agriculture still make up a significant part of
the County’s land use, greater diversification is occurring. Despite this trend, Mariposa County
remains a predominantly rural county with no truly urban communities, and its extensive areas of
public land and steep terrain affect land use patterns and limit development potential.
Wildfires
The natural fire regime within Mariposa County is that of frequent fires. In many areas,
particularly the settled areas of the county, this natural regime has been significantly altered by
human and forest health impacts, such as insect outbreaks and drought-induced tree mortality
contributing to more aggressive and harder to control wildfires near human development.
13
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Current and forecasted changes to climate
conditions are also expected to further
exacerbate this situation. The 2012 Mariposa
Countywide Community Wildland Fire
Protection Plan states: “Every community
in Mariposa County has been threatened by
major wildland fires within the past twenty
years. The Town of Mariposa has burned
down several times since 1854, the original
county seat, Aqua Fria, was destroyed by fire
in the 1800’s and was not rebuilt.” The threat
of wildfire to human development and life is
a significant and frequent concern within the
County.
Community Health
Like many rural communities across the
US, Mariposa County faces significant
public health issues, many of which
disproportionately affect disadvantaged
segments of the community.
As of 2019, the prevalence of diabetes in
Mariposa County is the second highest of
all counties statewide at 10%. The County’s
prevalence for obesity (25%) also ranks
among the state’s highest, while heart disease
(congestive heart failure and acute myocardial
infarction) accounts for the bulk of hospital
care for county Medicare enrollees. According
to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation,
only 58% of Mariposans have access to
physical activity, 5th lowest among California
counties. This is compared to 94% of residents
statewide.
Fire is a regular occurrence in Mariposa County.

high concentration of individuals aged 65 or
older. This population segment comprises 27%
of the county, compared to only 14% of the
state’s population.
According to a survey of Mariposa County
residents (n=236), this project will have
an enormous positive impact on the active
transportation mode share in Mariposa.
For example, while 44.5% of respondents
reported that they do not currently walk or
bike for shopping, errands, or other reasons,
that number decreases to 17.4% when asked,
“How often WOULD you use a trail to walk or
bike for shopping/errands/other reasons?”
Additionally, the survey indicates that the
project would account for a 7.6% increase in
the amount of residents frequently (3-5 times/
week) walking or biking for shopping and
errands.
Similarly, the survey indicates that the Creek
Parkway would have a major impact on
residents’ recreation and exercise habits.
While only 43.2% of respondents currently
report frequently walking or biking for
recreation or exercise (3-5 times/week), that
number jumps to 61% when asked “How often
WOULD you walk or bike for recreation or
exercise with the addition of the trail?”.

In addition, as in many rural communities,
Mariposa County has a disproportionately

Credit: Stuart Palley for USFS.
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Related Projects

Mariposa Town Planning Area Specific Plan

Since its inception, the development of the
Mariposa Creek Parkway has knit together
significant goals and visions of the community.
The Parkway checked the boxes as a corridor
for recreation, a non-motorized alternative
route to and through town, an ecological
preserve to be enjoyed and nurtured, and a
catalyst for economic development.

The Area Specific Plan contained in Volume
2 of the Mariposa County General Plan, was
originally adopted in 1992 and has been
amended many times, most recently in May
of 2019. This plan includes an extensive
discussion of goals and guidelines for the
Mariposa Creek Parkway.

In many ways the Mariposa Creek Parkway
has taken the form of whatever role the
community has assigned to it, which was not
an unrealistic assignment. Ignored during
decades of development, the corridor was
a blank slate waiting to assume its role as a
recreation, transportation, and commercesupporting spine of the town.
The Creek was the historic center of town
during the gold rush and in the 1980’s began
to reclaim the town’s attention. In the last
three decades, and particularly in the last 10
years, studies focused on a variety of quality of
life issues in Mariposa County have identified
the value of development of the Creek corridor
and beyond.

These studies include:

The Parkway is thoroughly detailed in the
Public Improvement chapter of the Area
Specific Plan as a “linear park roughly
following the course of Mariposa Creek…
provid(ing) a pedestrian trail and bicyclists
corridor…(tying) together a number of tourist
facilities and destinations…(and) serv(ing) to
protect and enhance the ecological values of
the Mariposa Creek channel.” The ASP is the
governing document for the Town of Mariposa,
and was subject to a program Environmental
Impact Report.
Mariposa County Arts Park
Designed by Kay Hutmacher with Sierra
Designs, the Mariposa County Arts Park
was completed in 2005, and anchors the
southern end of the built Parkway. It offers a
community performance space, along with a
calming place of respite away from the busy
commercial core of Route 140/49. This project
reinforced the value of the Creek Parkway as
a community destination. The park’s native
vegetation buffers noise and traffic, and makes
for a welcoming place to visit.

Mariposa County Bicycle and Pedestrian
Transportation Plan (6/2011 by Fehr & Peers)
This plan prioritizes the Mariposa Creek
Parkway as an important Class 1 Bike Path
and part of the county-wide bikeway network.
Mariposa County 2012 Regional
Transportation Plan (3/2013 by Fehr & Peers)
This plan identifies comments received during
stakeholder engagement requesting extension
of the Parkway to the Fairgrounds and to SR
49, as well as calling for pedestrian linkages
along the Creek between Idlewheels and
town. This report also identified extension of
the Parkway with a Class 1 bikeway 1.3 miles
north to SR 49 as a first priority project at an
estimated cost of $1.5 million.
The Preferred Plan in the Mariposa
Transportation Center Feasibility Study
Phase One (Adopted 3/2017)
The Preferred Plan identifies circulation and
wayfinding as one of the three primary groups
of improvements to provide connectivity
and enhance transportation and economic
development in the Town of Mariposa.
Completion of the Mariposa Creek Parkway
is identified as one of the key circulation
improvements.
Mariposa County Economic Vitality Strategy
(Craft Consulting Group, 5/2017)
This Strategy identifies extending and
completing the Mariposa Creek Parkway
trail system. The study proposes extensions
from 8th Street to Joe Howard Street and

16

1. INTRODUCTION

the cemetery and connecting the Parkway
to the fairgrounds, downtown Mariposa
and Stockton Creek trail preserve as a key
economic strategy. This action is designed
to accomplish the goal of “promoting vibrant
communities and town centers in which to
live, work and play.” The report also places
this project in the 1-3 year timeframe and
encourages the establishment of a Mariposa
Trail Foundation.

for the Arts (NEA) defines as the process of
“leveraging the arts and engaging design
to make...communities more livable with
enhanced quality of life, increased creative
activity, a distinct sense of place, and vibrant
local economies that together capitalize on...
existing assets” can be utilized to address
local transportation issues.

Additional ongoing efforts include:
SDI Phase III Concept Plan
In 2017, Sierra Designs also completed an
additional study of the Phase III area with
Regional Planning Assistance Funding from
Caltrans. This plan clearly depicts the hurdles
and obstacles needed to be overcome if the
Parkway was to move forward. It identified
potential funding sources and was used as
supporting documentation for the pursuit of
current funding. It also studied alternative
alignments for the Parkway.
Transportation for America State of the Art
Workshop
The goal of this workshop was to help
integrate artistic and transportation efforts
and improve collaboration between local arts
and transportation agencies.
The State of the Art (SOTA) Transportation
Trainings help local transportation and arts
agencies gain hands-on experience in using
arts and culture to expand transportation
opportunities. The goal of this project was
to educate communities on how creative
placemaking, which the National Endowment

Mariposa Pedestrian Safety Project
(Caltrans)
This ongoing project proposes pedestrian
improvements along Highway 140/49 which
would positively impact the connectivity of the
Parkway to town.
Creative Placemaking Master Plan
In partnership with the Mariposa County
Arts Council, the Mariposa County Planning
Department applied for and received a grant
from the National Endowment for the Arts’ Our
Town program to support the development of
a countywide Creative Placemaking Master
Plan. This project will use interactive and
collaborative stakeholder engagement to
develop a planning document that leverages
art and design to promote a rich and
compelling rural economy. The project will
begin early 2020, and is expected to complete
before the end of that year.

Merced River Trail
Imagined by its advocates as a multi-use trail
through the Merced River corridor, the Merced
River Trail will follow the historic Yosemite
Valley Railroad grade on the northern banks
of the river from UC-Merced to the railroad’s
former terminus in El Portal. From there, the
trail would leave the river banks and head
towards Foresta until finally reaching Big
Oak Flat in Yosemite National Park. When
completed, the Merced River Trail would
provide over 60 miles of trails facilitating
enhanced hiking, biking, horseback riding,
kayaking, rafting, and camping experiences
within the Merced River corridor.
In Summer 2018, Mariposa County applied
for and was awarded participation in the
National Parks Service’s Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance program, through
which the county has been receiving technical
assistance and project support from NPS
planners based in the regional headquarters
in San Francisco. Technical assistance focuses
primarily on building consensus among
the project’s federal partners, including the
Bureau of Land Management, US Forest
Service, and National Parks Service, all of
which have jurisdiction over segments of the
Merced River Trail.
These conversations have resulted in the
creation of the Merced River Trail Community
Working Group, a citizens organization
established to identify community preferences
and guide decision-making related to trail
implementation. This process is expected to
begin in early 2020 with a joint speaker series
and community dialogue program.
17
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Mariposa County Recreation and Resiliency
Master Plan
Beginning in early 2020, Mariposa County will
be developing its first Recreation and Resiliency
Master Plan. In addition to helping articulate
community recreation needs and devising a
strategy for developing and maintaining new
and existing parks, open spaces, trails, and
other recreation amenities, the plan will apply
a resiliency framework to identify opportunities
for investments to support climate change
adaptation and mitigation. Potentially the
first of its kind, the Recreation and Resiliency
Master Plan will explicitly explore strategies
that leverage parks and recreation resources
to reduce the risk and impacts of wildfire,
support response activities, and grapple with
the impacts of a changing climate on our
landscape. The plan will address these issues
through a parks and recreation system that
promotes the county’s public health, economic
development, and creative placemaking
objectives. The project will begin in early 2020,
and is expected to be complete before the end
of that year.

Engagement
The Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan has
hosted numerous meetings with residents of
Mariposa, beginning with a Transportation
For America Workshop that brought together
a broad representation of the community to
discuss the mobility benefits of the trail.

Fifth and sixth graders on site for Creek Week.
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Stakeholder Committees
The Creative Placemaking Strategic Advisory Committee (CPSAC) is composed of artists,
creators, and community advocates who represent a variety of groups and interests throughout
Mariposa County. They have met regularly to discuss not only the Creek Parkway projects, but
other efforts around placemaking in the community. The design team met with the CPSAC on
two separate occasions to collect feedback and share design ideas.
As well, the team had meetings with adjacent property owners, the Built Environment Committee
(including leadership from the Public Works and Planning departments), the Advocacy and
Equity Committee (including representatives of social service organizations like the Alliance for
Community Transformation, Mariposa Heritage House Recovery Center, and Mariposa County
Health and Human Services Department), the Economic Development Committee (including
representatives from the Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Board), and the Health and
20
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Wellness coalition, all of whom provided input which was then incorporated into materials to be
presented to the public at large during Creek Week.
Creek Week
Creek Week was an engagement effort that took place on the project site, alongside Mariposa
Creek. Over the course of three days, around 500 residents visited the design team’s installation
and exhibits, referred to as the Gatehouse. This included 150 fifth and sixth graders, who were
also encouraged to provide feedback and engage with the design team.
Day 1 was focused on youth and environmental education. Day 2 was sponsored by the local
Chamber of Commerce and had artist booths and local crafts alongside the Gatehouse, with
plein air painting, and an evening event hosted at the adjacent plant nursery, with local beer
21
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vendors and an open mic performance. Day
3 was focused on community health and
wellness, and brought additional residents
down to the Creek for yoga and tai-chi,
massages, fitness classes, and health provider
information, while also introducing them to the
design materials and exhibits.
The on-site meeting location was within
walking distance for many residents. Students
walked to the Gatehouse from school, and
other residents were engaged simply because
they were walking their dogs or were on their
way somewhere else. The outdoor location
and physical impression of the Gatehouse
attracted many residents who might not
have otherwise made the trip to an evening
meeting at the town offices or library.
In addition, the design team coordinated
engagement meetings so that they were
scheduled during existing meetings, including
CPSAC, Chamber of Commerce, and Health
and Wellness Coalition meetings. Creek
Week was scheduled to occur at a variety of
times to be accessible for a variety of user
groups. For example, Thursday afternoon was
devoted to students making a field trip from
the local school, Friday evening provided
a respite for cross-section of downtown
recreation enthusiasts and revelers, especially
young families and downtown residents, and
Saturday morning was a convenient time
for a wide representation of people from
throughout the community, including County
Supervisors, tourists passing through town,
and high schoolers who played a free concert
in the afternoon on site.
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Creek Week itself created community events
that brought people together, including the
Path to Wellness Health Fair and the Made
in Mariposa Craft Bazaar and Street Party.
To implement these events, the project team
partnered with community groups, especially
the Sierra Foothill Conservancy, NatureBridge,
Chamber of Commerce, Mariposa Master
Gardeners, and the Health and Wellness
Coalition. Flyers were distributed wide and
far throughout the community, and the
design team was able to rely on the network
of community members it had previously
engaged with to help spread the word about
Creek Week, and a local vendor created
t-shirts with a Creek Week logo.
Creek Week presented residents with an
opportunity to be introduced to park design
ideas, be inspired by ideas from other parks,
and provide feedback regarding the features
to be found in the park and their location. By
using a board of precedent images, residents
voted on the features they would most like to
see in the Mariposa Creek Parkway, and also
provide comments on the material selections,
safety concerns, and inclusiveness.
Plans were shared at three scales, to show
how the park would fit into the site and the
surrounding community. The plans provided
graphics for the residents to react to and
make comments. The plans were presented
in a very large format, which encouraged very
specific location-based comments, and let
residents pinpoint exactly where they wanted
to see new interventions in the park and call
attention to places they knew well or were
uncomfortable with.

In addition, perspective views of potential
park future designs were presented. These
were powerful tools to elicit responses from
residents, and they provided the design team
with local input around features like seating
elements, trail material, interpretive signage,
and the values of the residents towards the
Creek. The renderings, combined with the
precedent imagery, were helpful to expand
thinking beyond the existing impressions of
what the park could be. Through this process,
residents weighed in on programming,
safety, beautification, lighting, community art
and interpretation, and to point to specific
locations that needed these components.
While on the site, the design team was able
to engage in discussions with residents about
community priorities and goals, and continue
the dialogue around potential solutions and
design ideas for addressing those goals. By
engaging with residents on the site itself,
the imagery and discussions were made
much more powerful. The maps were more
understandable, and the renderings could be
viewed in their immediate context. Residents
were comfortable showing excitement or
expressing concern over design ideas that
were easily grasped by walking the project
site.

Creek Week engagement photos.
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The Creek
The source of Mariposa Creek is a few miles
north of the town of Mariposa, and winds its
way southeast and southwest through the
Sierra Foothills on its way to the Central Valley.
The first major tributary is Stockton Creek,
which joins Mariposa Creek at the southeast
end of town. But despite its limited upstream
watershed and contributing sources, the water
level in Mariposa Creek fluctuates significantly
on a seasonal basis and during storms.
Large rain events can cause flash flooding on
the Creek as it flows through town, and signs
of previous floods are visible throughout the
site. The town itself was built up and away
from the Creek, with only a few structures
in the floodplain itself. Toward the end of
summer, water levels are significantly lower,
as the Foothills receive limited rainfall in these
months.

Creek’s character changes again. This zone
is marked by many braided channels, as the
floodplain gets wider and the Creek chooses
its meandering path.
At 8th Street, the Creek is diverted into a
culvert, which overflows during floods to
cover the 8th Street low-water crossing. These
events are expected and residents in Mariposa
learn to watch for signs at these crossings
indicating high waters, or drive vehicles that
are capable of fording these creeks.
After 8th Street, the Creek becomes narrower
again, and the bank becomes steeper along
Stroming road on the southwest side, but
remains gradual on the opposite bank. Finally,
as the Creek crosses under the 6th Street
Bridge, the banks get closer together and
the slopes get steeper, and the trail sits high
above the water. The Creek winds through this
small gorge until passing under Highway 140
and continuing in a southeasterly direction.

Journey
Above the site, the topography is variable,
directing the stream around hills and through
groves of trees. There are multiple low-water
roadway crossings, enabling the limited
number of residents in the area the ability to
traverse the Creek during most of the year.
As it flows toward town, the slope of the
cemetery presses against the Creek on the
north side, guiding it into its alignment with
narrower banks as it moves under the Joe
Howard Street Bridge. These steep slopes
eventually give way as the Creek enters the
forest behind Pioneer Market, where the
26

The Mariposa Creek watershed.
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Survey and Drone Imagery
The Phase III survey conducted by the County
shows the existing conditions of the site and
the need to obtain access through private
parcels on the south side of the Creek.
While the survey provides a profile of the
Creek’s elevation, shown in the lower right
image, it did not capture topography on the
adjacent hillsides. To obtain this information, a
drone flight of the area was commissioned to
capture both high quality imagery and detailed
contours. One section of the captured imagery
is shown on the following pages.

County survey of the Phase III site.
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Drone aerial imagery of the site at the Phase III location, from
the Joe Howard Street Bridge on the left, to the 8th Street
crossing on the right.
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Site Conditions
This image shows the site as of March 2019,
with the Creek at winter water levels and
trees beginning to leaf out with warmer
temperatures and longer days.
The existing footpath toward the bottom of
the image is the desired alignment for the
Parkway, as it traverses the southwest side of
the Creek. The sewer easement shown on the
County survey follows alongside this path.
At this location, the path veers away from the
Creek, following the topography of the Creek
bank, and staying out of the floodplain. During
significant rain events, the Creek rises to fill
the entire zone marked in dashed lines.
Small footpaths on the northwest side trace
the routes of people and animals who have
already been using the site. This area greatly
expands the project’s ability to provide
additional amenities beyond the Parkway
itself. It would be the location for a trailhead
gathering point and kids adventure play area.
The image also shows the incredible rock
formations found in and along the Creek. The
project team has identified these as a key
contributor to the experience of the Parkway.
Numerous downed trees and scattered debris
are seen throughout the site, a result of winter
flooding. It’s possible that timber found on
site could be salvaged for the construction of
benches or other features.
Close-up aerial of Mariposa Creek, with the top of the Creek
banks marked with dashed lines.
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Contours
This elevation data is now available to the
project as it moves forward, and will be critical
to confirming trail alignments and locations for
program spaces.
This information is also useful from a permitting
standpoint, as it will help the team determine
floodway and top-of-bank for the Creek more
precisely. With this information, the placement
of bridges over the Creek can be sited to meet
regulatory guidelines.
As a gesture of their determination to see the
trail extended further, the County opted to
have the drone flight extend north to Route 49,
enabling project team to envision the future
alignment of the trail beyond the Joe Howard
Street Bridge.

One foot interval contours extracted from the drone data,
overlaid with creek alignment as a dashed line.
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A dry creek bed in November...

2. THE SITE

...soon becomes a full channel in January.

37

3. THE PLAN

MARIPOSA CREEK PARKWAY MASTER PLAN

PHASE I & II (EXISTING)

PHASE IV

INSET NEXT PAGE
PHASE III

COUNT Y JAIL

Guiding Framework and Vision
This project will improve and expand the Mariposa Creek Parkway from 8th Street to the Joe
Howard Street Bridge and will tie the existing trail into a larger network of recreational and cultural
spaces.
This project will also set the stage for the continuation of the Parkway northward to connect with
Route 49 at the County Jail, and southward to connect with the County Fairgrounds.
In addition, the project will enhance existing portions of the Parkway (Phase I and II) with amenities
and create a cohesive Parkway experience from the Mariposa County Arts Park to the Joe Howard
Street Bridge.
The master plan will guide the implementation of a recreational and civic amenity for both locals
and tourists, and establish a vision for a much larger and interconnected regional trail system
that will boost economic development in Mariposa County, while also addressing a range of
environmental restoration and enhancement objectives.
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Overview

The Outcome

Through early workshops with community
committees and an understanding of
Mariposa’s strengths and values, a thematic
framework emerged that forms the principal
drivers of the Creek Parkway’s development.
The framework has three components, as
previously mentioned: Health + Wellness,
Community + Creativity, and Education +
Environment. Each component contributes
equally to the overall experience and impact
of the Parkway. By providing a framework that
considers the project beyond its face value as
a trail, the Parkway will have a solid foundation
for success and adoption by the public.

By working with our partners at the Sierra
Foothill Conservancy on the property
acquisition strategy, this project will be large
enough and impactful enough to provide
a new center of gravity for Mariposa, from
a social, recreational, transportation, and
economic point of view.

This framework is applicable to all scales of
impact for the project, and can be considered
from the site perspective, how they influence
the town and its environs, and ultimately
their impact on the surrounding region and
wilderness.
The Big Picture
Mariposa County’s historic reliance on
Yosemite National Park as an economic
driver is becoming increasingly threatened by
natural disasters that impact park operations,
and during summer months Yosemite is overburdened by throngs of tourists that seek
alternative means of enjoying the Park.
In response to this evolving dynamic, the Town
of Mariposa will become the Base Camp for
larger adventures, with longer trails and bigger
loops that tie into a regional trail network that
conencts Mariposa with the Merced River Trail
and Yosemite National Park.
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Extending the trail northward and connecting
to other county properties will have
multiplier effects on the success of the
project and its surrounding development.
Hotels and restaurants could turn around to
face the Creek, with decks, overlooks, and
opportunities for outdoor dining, and unused
buildings could be repurposed.
Rebranding Mariposa
In numerous committee meetings and
community conversations, the people of
Mariposa expressed their desire to be
unleashed from the existing historic image
and branding as a town entirely reliant on the
gold rush period as its time in the sun. Today’s
citizens want everyone to know that there’s
more to this town than mining and butterflies.
With this in mind, the Parkway plan explores
new design decisions outside of these
narratives that are more relevant to Mariposa
residents. Through creative placemaking the
Parkway will become a successful armature
for telling new stories and weaving new
narratives, which will be loved by locals and,
in turn, by tourists as well.
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Potential connections to additional recreational resources

exist around
Mariposa and
MARIPOSA,
CAits environs, for example to the

Stockton Creek Preserve, or a new ridge trail around town.
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The Experience
The design of the Creek Parkway conveys a cohesive experience while traversing diverse
conditions. The landscape of the Creek varies extensively from the Joe Howard Street Bridge,
where it enters the undeveloped enclosure of riparian forest, to the Arts Park, where it is more
urban and developed. In between are additional conditions, from the wide floodplain forest to the
wildflower hillside and open meadow. The combination of topography and vegetation changes
produce these effects, which are captured by the Parkway and its secondary trails. Each of these
spaces accommodate different amenities, and enable visitors to choose between more active
areas and places for quiet solitude.
The Creek Parkway is more than a trail; it’s a public space that must accommodate a range of
programs and amenities. The plan deploys features and amenities that relate to key themes of
Environment + Education, Health + Wellness, Creativity + Community in order to deliver a multilayered experience.

Character zones provide different experiences, and offer something for everyone while
traversing a variety of landscape typologies.
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Health + Wellness
As a recreational asset, the Parkway will
provide opportunities for walking, running,
hiking, and cycling, along the Creek and
through the woods. It will also plug into a
much larger network of trails that connect
users to the foothills that surround Mariposa.
Having easily accessible trails for town
residents will encourage more pedestrian
activity, as it provides a safer route for walking
than the roads through town, many of which
lack sidewalks and often have vehicular blind
spots due to grade changes.
Health and wellness have different meanings
for different members of the community. For
kids, this could mean having the ability to ride
bikes or walk to school along the Creek. It
will also be a great place to go play, whether
in the nature-based play area, or tromping
through the Creek itself. The Parkway and its
secondary trails are imagined as providing
easily accessed areas for adventures, and a
chance to get outdoors and feel safe.
For tourists, the Parkway provides a great
place to stretch the legs after a long journey.
After arriving in Mariposa, they will find the
trail to be a quick introduction to the Sierra
Foothill region, and its native flora. For those
that are staying in town, the Parkway will
provide a walking loop with Route 140/49,
connecting historic destinations and cultural
attractions with the Creek itself. Visitors may
see the Parkway as the starting off point for
a larger adventure out of town, connecting
into the regional trail network that surrounds
Mariposa and leads to Yosemite National Park.
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For users with mobility challenges, including
the elderly and those with disabilities, the
Parkway provides a level and safe walking
surface, that is ADA compliant and provides
an alternative to walking along the shoulder of
nearby roads.
As it stands, the existing segment of the
Parkway is a great destination for dog-walkers
and everyday strolling, away from the bustle of
the town core. The expanded trail will provide
places to rest along the way, and will be welllit for safety. It will also provide a convenient
way to access community hubs, such as the
local market and the Arts Park.
In addition to the basic benefit of providing
a place to walk and bike, the Master Plan
includes zones for active programming
and healthy lifestyles. There are exercise
platforms, which can host yoga classes or
informal workout sessions. There will also be
opportunities to create fitness loops, where
users can link together various stations into
circuits of different exercises. As well, existing
workout studios on Route 140/49 could tie
their routines into the Parkway, expanding
their programming capabilities and enabling
additional workout regimen. Tourists visiting
Mariposa would enjoy the chance to stay
on their fitness routine in a setting that
encourages these kinds of outdoor activities.
By considering the various perspectives of
different user groups along the Parkway, the
project will cast wider appeal to everyone
in the community, and will gain traction as a
significant contributor to the quality of life in
Mariposa.
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FISKE TRAILS
CREEK ACCESS
MEADOW TRAILS

CREEK PARKWAY

NEW CROSSING

INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT

The Parkway at the intersection of the pedestrian bridge,
with offshooting meadow trails and the proposed Fiske Trails,

*

connecting to a larger regional recreational network.
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PIONEER MARKET
MARKET PLA ZA

STORMWATER PARK

CREEK PARKWAY

THEATER SEATING

PUBLIC ART

New community spaces, connections to local businesses,
and opportunities for outdoor art installations will create
places for social interaction and civic pride.
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Community + Creativity
By providing a place for people to go, to
gather, or to seek solace and escape, the
Parkway will be a sought after destination for
community members looking to form stronger
bonds with their fellow citizens and their
environment. It will offer the chance to meet
friends, create serendipitous encounters, and
generate a sense of community solidarity and
pride. This is an important value for everyone,
young and old, in that it will enable everyone
to feel included in the community through this
shared asset.
During Creek Week, the site showed its
ability to host community events, with artist
and vendors lining the Creek to showcase
their work. The portion of the Parkway along
Stroming Road is designed to accommodate
these events in the future, to encourage
community members to come down to
the Creek and participate in activities
that bring people together. The addition
of a performance space at the Trailhead
parcel creates a centralizing element along
the Parkway, for larger gatherings that
complement the stage and seating lawn at the
Mariposa County Arts Park.
Community spaces are also found throughout
the plan, with zones for food trucks, market
plazas and spaces that tie the Parkway
into the existing or new businesses in
town. The potential will be there for beer
gardens, outdoor music venues, and other
ways for the community to come together.
There may also be opportunities for social
programs or supportive services for people
experiencing homelessness. These people

may have previously used the Creek corridor
as a place of temporary residence, and it
will be important for the new Parkway to
acknowledge this issue.
Art installation locations have been noted
on the plan, but these are merely to suggest
that outdoor sculptures and other art projects
could be linked together along the trail, to
be experienced either for their individual
impact or as a series of provocations and
discoveries along a curated network through
the Parkway. Historic markers and Mariposa
heritage are on display at cultural attractions
in town such as the California State Mining
and Mineral Museum and the Mariposa
County Courthouse, but the installations
along the Parkway present an opportunity to
push the cultural conversation forward. The
Parkway represents a chance for creative
interventions to tell new stories and deliver
new experiences, for both locals and tourists.
Wayfinding signage and site furnishings also
play a key role in communicating the aesthetic
goals of the Parkway and how it is perceived
as a place for community. Through the
introduction of materials that are appropriate
to Mariposa and blend into the landscape,
the Parkway will become a platform for the
community, and will act as host to visiting
tourists. This palette of furnishings and
materials will also enable the life and activity
that occurs on the Parkway to stand out in the
forefront, without being distracted by benches
that feel out of place or by signs that pander
to narratives that are dated, exclusionary,
or otherwise not representative of the
community’s broader sense of place.
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By encouraging Community + Creativity, the
Parkway will form stronger bonds among
community members and showcase the
cultural strengths of Mariposa along many
new narratives, beyond the traditional stories
of mining and butterflies.

Education + Environment
Finally, the project team has considered the
ability of the Parkway to deliver educational
elements and raise environmental awareness,
again for both locals and tourists. The plan
includes spaces that can be used as outdoor
classrooms, along with places to get down to
the water to study the biological conditions
of various creek species and their role in the
ecosystem. During Creek Week, students
were in the Creek itself, capturing critters and
studying their habitat. The site’s proximity to
the Mariposa schools make it an easy field trip
for outdoor lessons and activities that will get
the students more engaged with their home
ecology.
From a usage perspective, the Parkway design
includes interventions that will offer shade
for hot summer days, and shelter during the
winter rainy season. Pavilions and canopies
are found throughout the Parkway at strategic
locations, such as the bridge crossing and
trailhead. The Parkway should be seen as a
year-round destination, so considering the
range of potential weather events is important
to ensure user enjoyment in all seasons.
As is stands, the Parkway section north of
8th Street is largely overgrown with invasive
species, especially Himalayan blackberry.
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This project will address the removal of these
invasives, and calls for the establishment of
species native to the Sierra Foothills. Rather
than relying on the use of potentially harmful
pesticides, the invasive species removal
program employs Traditional Ecological
Knowledge (TEK) to eliminate the blackberries
and prime the Creek corridor for revegatation
with native species.
Through a partnership led by the American
Indian Council of Mariposa County, project
leaders anticipate implementing traditional
prescribed burn practices which indigenous
land managers have implemented for
centuries to manage the foothills landscape.
Not only are these methods proven to be
successful, but they are also a significant
part of the region’s heritage and identity,
making the prescribed burn program a unique
opportunity for creative placemaking and
storytelling.
This habitat restoration will in turn encourage
more wildlife, and promote better resiliency in
time of flood or fire as these plants are better
adapted to the increasingly extreme variability
of the California climate. In addition, the new
planting will create a better experience for
users, by opening up viewsheds and creating
a better sense of safety and visibility on the
trail, while also educating them about the
benefits of native planting.
Interpretive signage will be developed for the
Parkway that relates the story or Mariposa
Creek and its role within the larger watershed.
As the Creek fluctuates throughout the year,
visitors will understand the driving forces
behind water levels and the natural processes
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CREEK PARKWAY

MEADOW TRAILS

STEPSTONE CROSSING

NATURE PLAY

The Parkway will provide spaces for outdoor learning and

*

interaction with natural elements, including the Creek itself
and its surrounding landscape.
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at work driving these variations. To visit the
Creek in mid-winter is very different than
in August, and learning to appreciate the
seasonality and changing experience of the
Creek is an important driver of the ecological
story.

COUNTY

11TH ST.

12TH ST.

13TH ST.

All of these elements will come together on
the Parkway to tell a story about ecology
and water, and the Mariposa Creek will
once again be looked upon as key asset and
advantage to the town, as it was when the
town was founded. This relationship between
the community members and the Creek will
evolve their understanding about water and
its complicated levels of utility, convenience,
and risk within California.

10TH ST.

COURTHOUSE

HWY 49

Cre e
PA S E O

JESSIE ST.

Cre e k s i d e Natu re
Play A re a

Ma rke t + Eve nt
Plaz a
COAKLEY CIRCLE

Marke t + Eve nt
Plaz a
Nati ve A m e ri c a n
Inte rp re ti ve
El e m e nt

Sto rmwate r
De tenti on
Pa rk

E
JO

AR
W
HO

D

Cre e k A c c e s s
Po i nt a n d
S e ati n g A re a

.
ST

Ar t
Inst al lati on
F i tn e s s St ati ons
Cre e k Vi e wi n g
Platform

The Parkway is designed to accommodate different users
seeking a variety of experiences and utilizing the trails and
amenities for many different occasions.
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Creating Identity
Overall, the foundational material palette for
the Parkway consists of simple and neutral
colors and textures that aesthetically unify the
user experience.
Timber, concrete, stone, and weathering
steel will be utilized for furnishings, pavilions,
signage, and amenities. These materials will
be locally-sourced when possible, with the
potential for salvaged trees from the site
to be utilized for timber, and local stone to
be reclaimed from highway operations or
landslides.
Mariposa’s surrounding landscape is
spectacular in scale and distinctive to this
region of the country, and the use of these
materials on the site will reinforce that
regional identity to the community members
and introduce visitors to the landscape they
have entered. Indeed, the choices made here
will have the single most important impact
on the perception of the Creek Parkway
itself. It is critical that the materials and their
implementation communicate Mariposa’s
deeply valued relationship to its surrounding
landscape.

Contemporary Sierra
The use of these elemental materials will
enable the design of the Parkway to have
a contemporary feel that is grounded in
the landscape of the Sierra Foothills and
mountains. Stones can be shaped and cut to
form walls and seating, but can also be left
rough and natural where it is appropriate, such
as in the natural play area. The use of granite
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will draw upon the massive nearby formations
of Yosemite. Timber and wood will be cut to
measure in distinctive ways, but the species
selected will still be locally appropriate and
the hardware and fasteners will be durable
enough for the climate.
This combination of traditional materials with
contemporary design will create a distinctive
character of the Parkway that is appropriate to
Mariposa, that evokes a timeless quality and
does not rely on convenient but conventional
themes, and instills pride in the community as
a contribution of its own time.
These design decisions are critically important
to the success the Creek Parkway. The goal
is to create a linear park that links special
places through the use of a common design
language of materials, natural elements,
signage, and lighting, that is appropriate to
Mariposa. This will both celebrate Mariposa’s
sense of place and identity, and create a
compelling environment for visitors seeking
an authentic local experience.
Accents
It is envisioned that this palette is
complemented by accents of poppy orange,
at key locations along the trails and program
spaces, to call attention to special features
and to create a sense of rhythm for the
Parkway. The color can be applied in flexible
ways, either to abstract pylons for wayfinding,
on seating elements, or for play features, but
should not be over-used.
Once established, these accents can be
expanded into new territories beyond the

scope of this project, to demarcate future
extents of the Parkway as a kind of pioneer
intervention.
Paving
It is envisioned that the primary path of
Parkway itself will be paved with porous
asphalt, in order to create a surface that is
smooth, durable, and easy to maintain. While
there are costs associated with the use of
porous paving, these are offset by benefits
to water quality and erosion prevention. Trail
users may have bikes, strollers, wheelchairs,
or may have difficulty walking on uneven
surfaces, so the intent is to have a level and
easily traversed pathway. Porosity is a key
element to this material, and the Parkway
should be able to infiltrate rainwater instead of
diverting it directly into the Creek.
Secondary trails will be clearly marked, but
paved with compacted crushed stone or
simply earthen paths through the meadows.
These are not intended to be used by all
visitors, and should evoke a more natural
character with softer surfaces. There may
be rocks, roots, or other obstacles in some
areas, but this is important to the experience
of removing oneself from the main Parkway
path while still knowing you are getting where
you intend to go. These paths will have to pay
attention to grading as they traverse slopes
and meander by the Creek. Attention should
be given to these trails going forward to
ensure they are not causing erosion or losing
their surface material.
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The Parkway design identity is informed by the landscape,
cultural heritage, and climate of the Mariposa region.
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TRASH RECEPTACLES
ART INSTALLATION

TRAIL LIGHTING
WAYFINDING SIGNAGE
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
EDUCATIONAL ELEMENT
SEATING AND SHADE STRUCTURE

POROUS PAVEMENT
CREEKSIDE SEATING AND ACCESS
RESTORED NATIVE CREEKSIDE PLANTING

A typical trail scene in the woods, facing upstream to the
northwest.
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STEEL ANCHOR PLATE W/ BOLTS

PARKWAY SIGNAGE

TIMBER FRAME TRELLIS

BOULDER SEATING

STEEL POST ANCHOR W/ BOLTS

6" GRANITE 'RUMBLE' STRIP

GRANITE STEPS
MORTAR SETTING BED
W/ SS PIN 2 PER STEP
CIP CONCRETE BASE

10'-0" TYPICAL PARKWAY SECTION

COMPACTED AGGREGATE

SUBGRADE

CREEK

CIP CONCRETE BASE
COMPACTED AGGREGATE

10'-0"

The Parkway section at the Trellis and creek access point
seen in the view on the opposite page.

Benches
Benches can be purchased off the shelf or designed as custom features for the Parkway. All
furnishings should be of high quality and support the character described herein. Ideally
selections are made or reviewed by the Strategic Placemaking Committee or in consultation with
the Parkway lead designer. Custom benches would lend an immediate impression to the site
as a coherent space that is special. These benches could be expanded into other parts of town
that were trying to capture the spirit of the Parkway, such as the 11th Street Paseo and Town of
Mariposa Transportation Center. A simple design that utilizes the material palette of the rest of
the Parkway’s features would be most effective. The use of large timbers and steel would deliver
a combination of ruggedness and aspiration representative of the community. The use of large
stone blocks for benches is also an option that could be quite powerful.
VALLEY OAK ALLEE

5'-0" MIN.

NATIVE
PLANTING
ZONE

PARKING BEYOND IN POROUS PAVING

STROMING RD.

RETAINING WALL AT
NARROW POINTS OR
FEATURE ZONES

PARKWAY

GRANITE 'RUMBLE' STRIP

BANK STABILIZATION;
INVASIVE REMOVAL;
NATIVE PLANTING

Structures
8'-0"

The structures found on the Parkway, including shade pergolas, restrooms (if so desired and
attainable), platforms and decks, and the trailhead pavilion, will all utilize similar materials found
throughout the site. Constructed as outdoor elements, they will be simple structures that provide
10'-0"
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shade in the summer and shelter from the
winter rains. They also will create organizing
spaces, for people to meet as groups and plan
their adventure.
Wood and steel will provide the framework
over concrete foundations, with stone
incorporated where possible. The design of
these features is not fixed, but they should be
easily understandable as a family of elements.
Similar hardware and timber species will be
used throughout.
The structures should be appropriately scaled
to the site, and should not become dominant
features of the Parkway experience. Rather
they should exist at nodes and key points,
so they may be interpreted as a string of
interventions that provide destinations and
rest points along the trails.
Parking
While there is limited parking envisioned for
the Parkway, key locations along Stroming
Road and at the Trailhead will have a
consistent language of stone curbing, and
will be separated from trails with planting or
guardrails. This is both to designate parking
spaces and provide safety to pedestrians
on the trail. The paving of these parking
zones should be porous, and may utilize the
same pervious paving found on the Parkway
itself. In addition, there should be a distinct
demarcation between the roadway and the
parking spaces, which is detailed here as a
granite rumble strip. This clarifies the right of
way and helps tie the parking areas into the
full experience of being on the Parkway.
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Curbs and Walls
Throughout the Parkway site, curbs and
walls will be made of granite. This reinforces
the County’s desire for the project to be
representative of the region, but also
appropriately detailed to lend a sense of
importance and weight to the Parkway. By
constructing these features with a durable
material like stone, the Parkway will indirectly
reference — though not directly copy — the
aesthetic qualities found throughout Yosemite
National Park, welcoming visitors to the region
while still distinguishing Mariposa and the
broader foothills landscape from Yosemite and
the High Sierra.
Importantly, these features should not convey
the same feel as granite curbs in a large
city – instead they should be detailed to be
appropriate to the town of Mariposa. Large
blocks can be used, with roughened faces and
angles that are suited to their context. In other
words, these features are not meant to impose
upon the landscape, but rather become a part
of it.
Fitness Stations
The fitness areas located throughout the
Parkway are intended to be flexible spaces for
various uses. The deck and platforms can host
small classes or individual workout sessions.
At select locations, primitive equipment could
be installed to assist in basic exercise routines,
but the equipment must be durable enough
to remain outdoors and withstand consistent
use. Community lockers could be located
in one area to provide access to weights or
other equipment as desired. Programs could
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CREEK OVERLOOK
TRAILHEAD PAVILION
MEADOW TRAILS

NATURE PLAY AREA

RESTROOMS

ROCK OUTCROP PERFORMANCE VENUE

EDUCATIONAL ELEMENT

PERMEABLE PARKING

DOWNTOWN CONNECTION

A view of the Trailhead area from 8th Street.
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2'-0"
GRANITE WALL

MORTAR SETTING BED AND SS PINS;
2 PER STONE

MORTAR SETTING BED AND SS PINS;

10" GRANITE CURB
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REINFORCED CIP CONCRETE BASE
PERFORATED DRAINAGE PIPE
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OVERHANG HALF WIDTH OF FOOTER
SUBGRADE
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FILTER FABRIC
STONE WALL

STONE WALL

MORTAR SETTING BED AND SS PINS;
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2 PER STONE
DRAINAGE STONE
REINFORCED CIP CONCRETE BASE

REINFORCED CIP CONCRETE BASE
PERFORATED DRAINAGE PIPE

COMPACTED AGGREGATE

OVERHANG HALF WIDTH OF FOOTER
COMPACTED AGGREGATE

SUBGRADE

FREESTANDING GRANITE WALL - SECTION
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SUBGRADE

RETAINING GRANITE WALL - SECTION
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STEEL ANCHOR PLATE W/ BOLTS
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BOULDER SEATING
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STROMING RD.
PARKWAY
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INVASIVE REMOVAL;
NATIVE PLANTING

CREEK
8'-0"

10'-0"

PARKWAY SECTION AT STROMING ROAD
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DOWNTOWN CONNECTION
MEADOW TRAILS

NATURE PLAY AREA

PICNIC MEADOW
RESTORED NATIVE CREEKSIDE PLANTING

EDUCATIONAL ELEMENT

STEPSTONE CROSSING

The picnic meadow, looking across the Creek toward the back of a hotel
fronting Main Street.
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evolve alongside exercise studios on Route
140/49, with outdoor classes or stations. This
would provide an interesting and functional
connection between the Creek and the
commercial district of Mariposa, which is an
overall goal for this project.
Bike Racks
Placed in strategic locations, bicycle racks
should primarily provide a simple and effective
means of securing bikes. The County could
choose a standard rack to be used throughout
the site, or they could be commissioned art
pieces that vary in their shape and size. These
racks would be anchored in concrete bases at
key intersections with other trails and roads,
or where people may want to take breaks or
gather.
Pedestrian Bridges
The bridges found on the Parkway are for
pedestrians and bicycles only. They are single
span features that clear the high water mark
of the Creek banks. It is important that there
are no footers located in the floodway, as
this would trigger extensive environmental
review and potential mitigation. Thankfully,
the Creek is typically narrow enough to easily
accommodate these structures, and their
touch on the landscape should be as light as
possible. Examples already exist on the site at
multiple locations.
Stepstones
As an alternative means of crossing the Creek,
the plan calls for large stepstones at the

nature play area. These should be rough hewn
granite, large enough to be immovable during
high water. Regulatory questions remain
regarding the placement of these features in
the waterway, but they would provide a fun
and informal means of getting close to and
across the Creek itself. As a complement to
the nature-based play area, they would extend
the experience of play to the Creek bed, and
offer a connection to the Parkway.
Drinking Fountains
The community has expressed a desire for
water fountains to be placed on the Parkway.
These could be located at either end of
the trail, and at the Trailhead. The type of
feature selected should be of a material
that is appropriate to the design language
of the Parkway, and should have water
bottle filling capabilities along with an ADA
accessible spout. Accommodations could
also be included for pets. These stations also
represent an opportunity to share information
about water use and seasonality in the Sierra
Foothill region.
Interpretive Signage and Wayfinding
These features represent another opportunity
for art commissions, but it is important that
the elements be considered for their graphic
legibility and familiarity. They should also
be consistent throughout the Parkway, and
should be constructed of the same materials
found in other elements. As accent points
along the trail or at nodes and intersections,
wayfinding signage could utilize the
aforementioned accent color.
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With regards to interpretive signage, similar
guidelines apply, and the content of these
signs should be carefully curated by the
community committees responsible for their
content. As Mariposa seeks new narratives
to tell a story about its place, building upon
the existing heritage of mining, these signs
represent a good opportunity to explore
stories that have gone overlooked in other
significant civic projects. In other words, they
can tell stories that are unexpected, whether
about the surrounding landscape, the Creek
itself, or forgotten histories of Native American
occupants before the Gold Rush. Considering
their international audience, in the form
of tourists arriving from around the world,
these interpretive displays may not be about
historical text, but more about evoking feeling
and reaction to untold stories or hidden
perspectives on the landscape.
Lighting Fixtures
Lighting should be carefully selected during
the design stages of the project, to create
a lighting family that is distinctive and
identifiable, but also easily recedes into the
background. Pole lights may be desired along
the busier sections of the Parkway, while low
level bollard lighting may be more appropriate
in other areas. Considerations should be made
for directing all light downwards, so that the
dark skies above Mariposa are not polluted
with new light. In other words, lighting should
be maintained at a level that is safe and
comfortable for users, without being so bright
as to ruin the enjoyment of the outdoors in the
evening.
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Planting
A native planting palette will be developed
that sources locally-grown drought-tolerant
planting, with an emphasis on vegetation
that provides habitat for native wildlife and
pollinators. Upon removal of the invasive
species on the site, new plants should be
carefully protected and monitored for their
survival. The plant palette will vary, from those
that can tolerate floodwaters, to those that
want to be under a shady canopy of trees and
those that want to occupy a sunny meadow
hillside. All in all, the plants will go a long
way towards plugging the Parkway into the
surrounding landscape. Ideally visitors to the
Parkway will encounter species that they will
see again and again as they travel through
the region, and will learn to recognize and
associate their experience with the Sierra
Foothills as a distinct ecological system within
California.

Technical Design Components
Drawings in this chapter represent guidelines
for the next phase of the project, namely
design documentation. They indicate spaces
and sections of the Parkway at a schematic
level, to show proof of concept and provide
support for the pursuit of additional funding.
While their precise forms and alignments may
change, the designs indicated in this plan
reflect community input from the extensive
engagement process undertaken during this
project. If adjustments are made they will
likely be driven by regulatory hurdles, funding
shortfalls, or lack of political willpower.

These designs seek to deliver a
comprehensive and well-considered Mariposa
Creek Parkway; they still need significant
development and input from additional
professional disciplines and they will require
leadership on the part of the County to see
them through completion.
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BEER GARDEN / ICE CREAM PARLOR
FOOD TRUCK PARKING

CREEKSIDE PATIO
HISTORIC BRIDGE
INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

RESTORED NATIVE CREEKSIDE PLANTING
CREEKSIDE ACCESS

TRAILSIDE SEATING

Looking toward the 6th Street Bridge from the Parkway along Stroming Road.
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INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

CREEK OVERLOOK

NATIVE PLANTING

PARKWAY TRAILHEAD

The Overlook from Jessie Street, facing west towards the Creek below.
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FUTURE TRAIL NET WORK

CREEK PARKWAY

PARKWAY CONNECTOR TRAILS
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County-Owned Parcel

Mariposa Creek Parkway Core

Existing Open Space

Aquisitions for Requested Grant Funds

Mariposa Creek Parkway Phase 3 Extension

Creeks

Future Trail Network

Roads
Trail Junction

CONNECTIVITY STRATEGY Mariposa Creek Parkway Future Extension

Proposed Future Parcel Acquisition
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Acquisition Strategy
The ability to construct the Parkway depends
primarily on the ability of the County to
secure key parcels that overlay the intended
alignment of the trail. Sierra Foothill
Conservancy (SFC) has been engaged
with the County since 2016 to facilitate the
Acquisition Strategy for the Mariposa Creek
Parkway.
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SFC is a non-profit, Land Trust Alliance
Accredited land trust. Since its founding over
twenty years ago, SFC has conserved over
33,000 acres, the majority of which were
competitive grant funded land transactions.
It was vital for the County to partner with
SFC to facilitate and manage the landowner
relationships, secure grant funding, and
successfully acquire fee-title properties and
access easements through the process of real
property transactions.
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In the past the County has made great
progress with plans for the Parkway but
has struggled with obtaining landowner
commitment and delivering on grant
agreements for acquisition, due to the
complex nature of these transactions and the
flexibility required to negotiate and deliver on
the agency funded acquisition process. SFC
and the County both recognized that making
the Phase III vision a reality would require a
team effort.
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Firstly, the County planned the route for Phase
III of the Parkway vision, and from there they
identified the specific properties that this
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route would travel through. The County was
able to prioritize properties based on their
relevance within vision of the Phase III; and
of those which were of most importance to
ensuring the success of the Phase III.
Landowner Engagement
Once priority properties were identified and
agreed upon, the next step was to begin
landowner engagement. This was initiated
by SFC conducting outreach to these
landowners, contacting them directly via
phone and inviting them to meet in person to
informally discuss their property’s role in the
vision for Phase III of the Parkway.
In these preliminary meetings, the goal of SFC
is to build the relationship with the landowner,
gauge their willingness to be a committed
seller, and gauge their interest in the Parkway
and their overall relationship to the community
of Mariposa. All these factors assist SFC
in understanding what will motivate and
incentivize these landowners to become not
just willing sellers, but partners to the project.
Due Diligence
Early research tasks included obtaining and
reviewing preliminary title reports and their
exceptions.
Preliminary Title Report review is essential
because issues such as severed mineral
rights, liens, lawsuits, quiet title actions or
other issues can derail, delay and increase
the budget for a land transaction. Other
research includes mapping via ArcGIS and
Google Earth, to evaluate zoning, land use,
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conservation values (species, habitat, scenic,
water, riparian) and overall property condition.
These factors assist the internal evaluation
process and how the property and its use in
the Parkway would align with local, state, and
federal plans and therefore how competitive
they may be for funding.
When appropriate a Willing Seller Letter is
provided. It is non-binding and states that the
landowner is willing to sell their property and
that the purchaser, which could be a public
entity like Mariposa County or a non-profit
partner like SFC, is willing to work with the
landowner to purchase the property. Both
parties and the landowner sign the Willing
Seller Letter, allowing the transaction to
advance to the next phase in the process.
Property Valuation
Valuing the property is perhaps the most
critical next step. Neither public entities like
Mariposa County, nor non-profit partners like
SFC can legally pay over or under appraised
value. In addition, if grant funding is to be
used to purchase the property, a special type
of appraisal is required that meets the grant
funding agency’s standards, and if State of CA
Department of General Services standards
and federal funding is to be sought, then
state and federal standards must be met as
well. An experienced independent third-party
appraiser must be hired and the applicant
and potential grant funders must be the
client. Once this appraisal is complete and a
value has been reached, the appraised value
is used to establish a legally binding Option
Agreement.
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Option Agreement
The Option Agreement contains the appraised value, and most critically a timeline that provides
the purchaser the exclusive right to purchase the property within an agreed upon window of time.
This document is recorded in escrow and reflects on the title of the property. The recording of the
Option Agreement is a major milestone as it binds both parties, the purchaser and the landowner,
to commit to pursue the transaction. It also enables the purchaser to pursue competitive grant
funding.
Acquisition Funding
The most nuanced portion of the transaction is obtaining the funding to purchase the property.
While Mariposa County has indicated a willingness and ability to invest public resources in
this project, it is likely that the overwhelming bulk of the Parkway’s implementation funding —
including right-of-way acquisition, project design, and construction — will come from external
sources, especially grants from the State of California. Navigating this complicated and expansive
process requires time and detailed expertise in fundraising to ensure that the Parkway is
implemented in accordance with the community’s preferences.

The Hulbert property on 8th Street is envisioned as a key
potential acquisition for the County, and would be the future
location of the Parkway trailhead.
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Costs

Additional Funding Sources

The project team has assembled basic costs
associated with building the Parkway, without
engaging in a complete cost estimation
exercise. The total project cost is projected
to be close to $8 million, pursued primarily
through a Proposition 68 application. This
amount includes $450,000 for property
acquisition, key to unlocking the potential of
the Parkway. Other costs are indicated in the
adjacent table.

The project team has compiled a list of
potential grant opportunities or project
partners, found in the Appendix. The strategy
is to focus on statewide grants that are
geared towards outdoor recreation and
transportation in disadvantaged communities.
Additionally, programs that are focused on
climate resiliency, such as California’s Urban
Greening Program, should be attracted to
specific aspects of the Parkway project. These
include long-standing grant programs, and
new programs initiated with the passage of
Proposition 68.

Proposition 68
Working with WRT and the project team,
Mariposa County has submitted an application
for funding through California’s Proposition 68,
the Parks and Water Bond Act of 2018. These
funds help underserved communities create
new parks and new recreation opportunities
across the state.
As of the printing of this document (December
2019), the final results have not been
revealed. If funded, the County will be able to
commence construction documentation and
implementation of the most significant project
components. Significantly, Prop 68 funds can
also be used for property acquisition, which
aligns with the implementation strategy of the
Parkway, as key parcels current limit public
access along the full length of the Creek.
If not funded, or only partially funded,
the County will seek additional funding
opportunities and partners, and the
project may be constructed with a more
systematically incremental approach.
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Cost Estimate
The table on the opposite page contains
figures submitted for the Proposition 68
funding application. These high-level
estimates are meant to provide ballpark
numbers associated with the various
components for full buildout of the Mariposa
Creek Parkway Master Plan. As noted on the
first two lines, property acquisitions have been
included, and represent a sizable portion of
the necessary funding.
The County is willing to provide support to
the project through a small allocation from
the General Fund, a portion of an ongoing
Caltrans community planning grant, and the
Local Transportation Commission funding.
Depending on the ability to secure funding,
the project implementation strategy may
have to be reconsidered. But this document
represents additional community investment
and support for the Parkway, and will go a

long way toward helping the County apply for
future funding.
As a next step, the Appendix of this document
includes a price estimate for a catalytic project
meant to be applied toward a California Rural
Recreation grant, which funds projects up to
$3 million. This project would be a significant
jump start for the entire Parkway plan. It
would, at the very least, define the right-ofway and create a connective trail that people
could enjoy in the near term. Further funding
would then bring enhancements to the trail,
such as lighting, seating areas, and other
amenities for play and gathering.
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Mariposa Creek Parkway Order-of-Magnitude Cost Estimate

Acquisition of 1.72 AC (Hulbert Property):						

$151,000

Acquisition of 167.84 AC (Fiske Property):						

$400,000

Non-motorized trails, pedestrian bridges, soft and hard paths:			

$1,301,081

Landscaping throughout the Parkway, bioretention, native plant restoration:

$1,825,931

Lighting throughout the Parkway:						$625,931
Public art, iconic gateway element and performance areas:			

$300,931

Nature Play Area, playscape and safety measures: 				

$465,931

Trailhead, pervious parking area, kiosk, and restroom:				

$375,931

Plaza spaces, Creekside Deck, and Birdwatching Platform:			

$555,931

Total Estimated Cost for RECREATION FEATURES and MAJOR SUPPORT AMENITIES
(A) $6,002,667
Total Estimated PRE-CONSTRUCTION COST
(B) $1,664,998
TOTAL PROJECT COST
(A+B) $7,667,665

Requested Prop 68 GRANT Amount:						$7,503,333
Estimated amount of the GRANT for PRECONSTRUCTION COSTS:		

$1,500,666

ADDITIONAL FUNDING SOURCES
County General Fund:								$5,550
Caltrans Sustainable Communities Grant						$142,443
Mariposa County Local Transportation Commission				

$16,338
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Permitting and Compliance Strategy
A full report on the regulatory aspects related to working along Mariposa Creek has been
included in the Appendix. Live Oak Associates (LOA) of Oakhurst, California evaluated the site
both for its ecological value and the regulatory implications of the project.
The following are key takeaways excerpted from the report:
•

Biotic habitats / land uses of the site consist of mixed riparian woodland, riverine, and
developed/ruderal areas.

•

Special status species potentially occurring on the site include the western pond turtle
(Actinemys marmorata), western red bat (Lasiurus blossevillii), and pallid bat (Antrozous
pallidus), all of which are California Species of Special Concern.

•

Sensitive or regulated habitats on the site consist of riparian vegetation and the bed and
bank of Mariposa Creek.

•

Any development proposed for the site must comply with state and federal environmental
protection laws and the policies of the agencies that administer them. As noted previously,
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) may require additional
environmental review of the selected project, despite the inclusion of the project in the
Mariposa Town Planning Area Specific Plan Environmental Impact Report certified in 1992.

•

The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) may also pose constraints on site development, but
because the site is not expected to support state- or federally-listed species, the state and
federal Endangered Species Acts are not expected to constrain project development.

•

Areas within ordinary high water of Mariposa Creek and its tributaries would be considered
waters of the U.S. Project development requiring the fill or excavation within waters of the
U.S. would require a Department of the Army (DA) permit issued by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) per provisions of the CWA.

•

In addition to the DA permit, a state Water Quality Certification (WQC) would be required.
A DA permit and WQC cannot be issued until the magnitude of impact to waters of the
U.S. has been determined. Therefore, potential jurisdictional boundaries would need to be
formally delineated and verified by the USACE according to methodologies developed by the
USACE prior to the issuance of these permits.

•

Mariposa Creek and its tributaries are also likely to fall under the jurisdiction of the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). Project activities in these areas would require,
at a minimum, submission of a Streambed Alteration Notification to CDFW, and will likely
require issuance of a Streambed Alteration Agreement (SAA).
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Students investigating riparian critters during Creek Week.
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•

Avoidance and minimization measures for project impacts to sensitive biological resources
will be prescribed in the CEQA document and required permits. Measures for western pond
turtle are expected to consist of preconstruction surveys and relocation of turtles, as needed.

•

Measures for the pallid bat and other roosting bats are expected to consist of avoiding tree
removal during the maternal roosting season (April 16-September 30), preconstruction
surveys for any tree removal that must occur during the maternal roosting season, and
avoidance of maternal roosts found during surveys.

•

Measures for nesting birds are expected to consist of preconstruction surveys for
construction activities occurring during the nesting season (February 1 through August 31)
and avoidance of active nests.

•

The anticipated time and expense required for project approval by all applicable agencies is
estimated to take 1 year for required approvals and cost approximately $51,600 plus potential
permit and mitigation fees, as needed.

Proper permitting and biotic habitat management will
mitigate adverse effects of construction and development on
Mariposa Creek.
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Parkway Operations and
Maintenance
Natural Areas Management
The natural areas surrounding Mariposa Creek
should be managed over time towards reestablishing a healthy ecosystem. This can be
done actively and passively, using targeted
interventions as necessary to jump start
restoration, and by monitoring and revisiting
specific sites as necessary. Management
of this land should be adapted over time
as practitioners and volunteers learn about
the site and its unique characteristics. Any
operations undertaken at the beginning of
the project should be re-evaluated each year,
hopefully as conditions improve.
As a starting point, this plan recommends
utilizing plants and plant communities that
naturally evolved in this location and are
adapted to the variable conditions that
occur in Mariposa over the years. A diversity
of planting will better prepare the site for
substantial changes in weather patterns or
natural disasters.
In addition, natural areas on the Parkway
should be managed with the user experience
in mind, by creating shade, framing views,
reducing hazards such as erosion, and
buffering unsightly structures or objects. In
the Riparian Woodlands and Meadow areas
(the more passive areas of the Parkway),
management regimes could include restoring
and maintaining ecological processes,
establishing native vegetation, invasive
species management, widening the riparian

corridor, revitalizing soils, and enhancing
vegetative structure (full canopy, understory,
and groundcover), and creating protocols for
the establishment of vegetation. The goal for
these zones is to minimize human impact on
critical areas that will be important to the long
term success and enjoyment of the Creek
Parkway’s natural assets.
In the more developed zones of the Parkway,
such as at the Trailhead or along Stroming
Road, key natural area management elements
could include: signature plantings, tree care,
canopy enhancement, soils revitalization,
stormwater absorption, riparian edge
enhancement, increased diversity where
feasible, and definined user experience in
sensitive areas. Here the focus is on finding
a balance between amenities and programs
while accommodating the Creek and its
critical ecosystem services.
Invasive Species Removal
A major barrier to development of the
Mariposa Creek Parkway is control of the
invasive plants that blanket much of the Phase
II reach and both sides of the Creek through
Phase III. The invasive plants, primarily
Himalayan Blackberry and Tree of Heaven,
form an impenetrable thicket that challenges
every facet of design and construction of the
Parkway.
The Live Oak Associates report, included
in the Appendix, includes substantial detail
regarding options for control and longterm eradication of these invasive plants. In
summary the report lays out control strategies
including removal by machine, herbicide
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or burning (or a combination of the three)
followed by a commitment to continual
killing of the crown and side shoots of the
blackberries and the stem and roots of the
Tree of Heaven until the plants are weakened
and die.
According to the report, opportunities exist for
the project to enhance or create natural biotic
habitats on the site that would be of value to
locally occurring native wildlife species and
provide a more enriching human experience.
These opportunities include the eradication
of the two above non-native invasive plant
species; planting native vegetation such
as valley oak (Quercus lobata), red willow
(Salix laevigata), sandbar willow (Salix
exigua), Fremont’s cottonwood (Populus
fremontii), blue elderberry (Sambucus nigra
ssp. caerulea), foothill pine (Pinus sabiniana),
and white alder (Alnus rhombifolia); and
establishing natural history interpretive signs
to increase the awareness and appreciation
of the native creek ecosystems with the goal
of reinforcing or increasing conservation and
stewardship of local native biotic resources.
In the spirit of these community-oriented
goals, and to deepen the impact of the
Parkway’s creative placemaking and
storytelling objectives, the project partnership
is working to remove invasive species with
sustainable, culturally resonant techniques.
In collaboration with the Southern Sierra
Miwok nation and the Tuolumne Band of
Me-Wuk Indians, Mariposa County (and
project partners from the Sierra Foothill
Conservancy and Mariposa County Arts
Council) are planning to implement a cultural
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prescribed burn program, using fire to both
remove the Himalayan blackberry and Tree of
Heaven from the Creek corridor, and to create
the habitat conditions needed to support
revegetation with a variety of native plants.
The revegetation program will rest on two
pillars—providing habitat for native wildlife,
especially pollinators like butterflies, and
supporting gathering of species with
traditional utility for tribal members. The
County has partnered with both the Yosemite
Leadership Program at UC-Merced and the
landscape architecture department at UCDavis to support implementation of various
aspects of this effort.
At the urging and guidance of tribal
stakeholders, this restoration effort eschews
application of herbicides, opting instead to
celebrate and demonstrate the effectiveness
of traditional practices, and to avoid the
potential harm to the ecosystem posed by
synthetic chemicals. In many respects, the
cultural burn strategy — which requires
extensive brushing and piling, vigilant fire
controls, annual applications, and repeated
manual removal of young shoots in the burn
area — is a more labor intensive alternative
to herbicide applications and even more
conventional prescribed burns. However, the
project partnership sees these implementation
tasks as opportunities to both educate the
community about traditional landscape
stewardship practices, and promote
collaboration among Parkway advocates.
In addition to the Sierra Foothill Conservancy
and the Mariposa County Arts Council, the
cultural burn project provides opportunities for
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a range of other stakeholders to shape and benefit from the Mariposa Creek Parkway, including,
tribal youth, fire science students from Mariposa County High School, curriculum designers
at local environmental education organizations like NatureBridge, and others with whom the
cultural burn’s essential principles resonate.
Climate Change and Canopy
If heat and drought continue their current pattern, the increasing impact on trees and availability
of water will stress the Parkway’s tree canopy. The master plan takes the position that, for the
near and mid term, the commitment to preserving and expanding the forest is the best course
of action to serve residents. It is hoped and planned for that recycled water will be available
to sustain the planting and establishment of trees. It is also hoped that an aggressive and
concerted watershed wide stormwater management program, including the beneficial effects
of an increased canopy in terms of moisture retention and heat island mitigation, will gradually
increase the Creek’s base flow and available moisture, and reduce the severity of flooding.
The community will re-asses the Parkway’s future along with other municipal concerns if
heat and drought overwhelm the planting and outstrip the community’s ability to adapt park
management of the status quo. Further engineering and scientific analysis is beyond the scope
of this plan, and more in the purview of the County or the future Mariposa Creek Parkway
Conservancy.

The Parkway corridor is overloaded with invasive Himalayan
Blackberry which will have to be proactively managed.
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Hazard Mitigation and Resiliency
The increasing prevalence of wildfires and
floods that approach and impact the Town
of Mariposa leaves an open question with
regards to the ability of the Parkway to either
mitigate or be constructed in such a way that
enables long term use and safety of visitors.
As an alternative means of transportation, the
Parkway alignment may provide emergency
access or a secondary route through town if
roadways are blocked.
The landscape zones of the Parkway lend
themselves to different maintenance regimes,
which in turn can reflect the dangers of fire
or flood. Vegetation management is key in
this regard, whether to eliminate unnecessary
fuel buildup, maintain soil adhesion on steep
slopes, or tolerate flooding and inundations
without dying. For further elaboration on
planting strategy, see the Revegetation
Strategies section of the Appendix.
Through the creation of management
zones based on landscape characteristics
and experiential values of each area of the
Parkway and its future extents, the County
can formulate operational standards and risk
assessments that are appropriately variable
from one area to another. By understanding
the diverse criteria behind the sense of
place in each zone, the Parkway can be
better positioned for duplicative services
and interconnectedness, which is critical for
resilient infrastructures.
With this comes the need to establish or
reinforce partnerships with various local
or regional organizations. By working with
and understanding the preparedness and
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response planning of local OES, County Fire,
and CAL FIRE, the Parkway will be better
positioned to serve people as a resiliency hub.
This, combined with the social implications,
public health issues, and infrastructural
challenges of a changing environment, will all
be key to coping with new problems as they
arise, addressing not only the risks associated
with natural disasters, but also the well-being
of the citizens of Mariposa and their economy.
The ability to recover quickly or change course
in the face of unforeseen adversity will make
the Parkway into a cornerstone of Mariposa’s
upcoming Recreation and Resiliency Master
Plan.
Stewardship
One way to increase management capacity is
by complementing paid land managers with
volunteer efforts. A non-profit organization
such as the Mariposa Creek Parkway
Conservancy (MCPC) would find support
from the County as a partner to develop and
utilize this creek resource more efficiently.
Capitalizing on the great interest in the
Mariposa Creek Parkway project, a volunteer
board could organize interested citizens into
a team of engaged volunteers to plan and
execute resource management tasks along
the Parkway. This group could also spearhead
events and activities along the Creek the build
a constituency of supporters for the Parkway.
Similar grass-roots organizations have
been formed with similar missions. Often
these groups start with a small group of
interested users and blossom into full-fledged
environmental or social non-profits. The profile
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Community Resiliency Framework.

ACTIVE LIFESTYLES
HEALTHY MOBILITY
LOW BARRIERS TO ENTRY

STRESS REDUCTION
COMMUNITY BONDING
MENTAL WELL-BEING
SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE

SOCIAL + MENTAL

PHYSICAL
CONNECTION TO PLACE
PROTECTING LIVELIHOODS
HEAT REDUCTION
PLAY + EXERCISE

NATURE DEFICIT DISORDER
ROOM TO ROAM
ANXIETY/FEAR

FIRE BREAKS

GATHERING

FLOOD CONTROL
FUEL MANAGEMENT
RESOURCE PROTECTION

QUALITY OF LIFE
REMAINING RELEVANT

ENVIRONMENTAL +
INFRASTRUCTURAL

ATTRACTING GROWTH

ALTERNATIVE CIRCULATION ROUTES

ECONOMIC

VEGETATED SLOPES

RECREATIONAL TOURISM
COUNTY “BRAND”

ACCESS TO WATER
STAGING AREAS

ASSET PROTECTION /
LOSS PREVENTION
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The former Pioneer Auto building could serve as the
headquarters for the new Mariposa Creek Parkway
Conservancy, given its prime location next to the Creek.

of these groups varies, but often start with a volunteer Board of Directors who collaboratively
plan the direction of the group. As funds become available the board might want to hire an
individual to write and manage grants, to plan and host events and to manage volunteers. Since
grant funding will be so critical in expansion of the Mariposa Creek Parkway this first paid staff
member will need to create a self-sustaining position where grant funding will at first support the
grant writer, and then quickly expand to fund small and ultimately larger projects to improve and
maintain the Parkway and fuel the enthusiasm of volunteers.
The MCPC can also partner with larger more established non-profits while it develops its own
supporters. Ultimately a coalition of many non-profits, the County, and other agencies and
businesses that contribute to the health and vitality of Mariposa Creek may be formed. While not
a non-profit itself, this coalition could coordinate and prioritize the efforts of many groups into a
significant force to protect and enhance the Creek and lend weight to large and aspirational grant
applications.
There are many successful models of non-profit groups that have been formed to protect and
support sensitive development in settings often similar to Mariposa Creek. These include The
Friends of Sausal Creek in Oakland, CA (www.sausalcreek.org), The Friends of San Leandro
Creek in San Leandro CA (fslc.org) and Tree Fresno in Fresno, CA (treefresno.org). All are small
non-profits primarily focused on volunteer work to support their mission. The San Diego River
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Park Foundation (sandiegoriver.org) is a larger
organization that also has a role in acquisition
and ownership of lands. Each has a story to
tell and has information on their website that
shares their mission, their structure and their
outreach to volunteers and supporters.

destinations in town, they expand the utility of
the trail for alternative transportation, and they
make use of the trail easy and convenient.
Branded wayfinding and signage will go a
long way to bring users to the Parkway and to
enrich their experience while there.

As there is great interest in the Creek
Parkway, there are likely volunteers who are
interested in learning more about natural area
management, trail care, invasive species,
mapping, and erosion issues that are affecting
the Parkway properties. The MCPC would
be encouraged to promote local educational
programs for its volunteer group to build
capacity and develop a larger set of leaders
within the core volunteer group.

Similarly, opportunities to provide views into
and out of the Creek corridor will enhance the
security of the user and will also knit Mariposa
Creek and the Parkway into the surrounding
fabric of Mariposa. Commercial activities that
enjoy views of the Creek will benefit their own
endeavor but will also add to the security of
the Parkway user. Roads and sidewalks that
peek into the corridor also connect the user
and the community in a positive manner.

Security
For the Mariposa Creek Parkway to be
comfortable and inviting for users there needs
to be a sense of security and safety. By its
nature, this sense of comfort is imperceptible
when it surrounds you, but loud and imposing
in its absence. In order to provide this sense
of security, the final design for the Parkway
will need to feature clear wayfinding and
connections to the community, enough
visual connection off-site to balance solitude
with security, infrastructure to meet the
expectations of the users and most important,
enough other users to make the trail convey
the feeling of vitality and community rather
than one of loneliness and vulnerability.
The Parkway will, by design, feature focal
entries and connections to the community.
These features make sense on many levels
— they tie the trail to businesses and other

The desire for lighting along the parkway was
an oft-repeated request from the community.
Sensitively designed lighting will not only
extend the utility of the Parkway into the
evening hours, it will add to the comfort level
of the users walking at dusk, night and in
the winter. Design and installation of lighting
can be a phased element in the development
of the Parkway and would be aided by
installation of at least the underground
conduit in the early phases of the project for
additional lighting in the future.
But most of all, the users’ comfort while
traversing the Parkway is boosted by seeing
and interacting with other people using the
corridor for appropriate and wholesome
activities. Individuals using the Parkway for
positive purposes drive away those who are
using the Parkway inappropriately. Getting to
the point where good users are consistently
moving through the corridor is the goal of the
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security strategy. Introducing residents and
visitors to the Parkway through programmed
events builds a constituency of Parkway
advocates who will continue to use the
Parkway individually and in unprogrammed
groups. Each and every design element that
increases the comfort of these users will
continue to enhance the safety and security
of all.
Finding a Balance
Expectations for the physical quality and
social experience of the Parkway could be
established early on, so there is understanding
among the public and Parkway stewards
and volunteers. There is no track record of
maintenance for the Parkway, just existing
perceptions of its nefarious role as a hideout
and place to escape others for sometimes
illicit uses. This master plan is an opportunity
to set a baseline for future stewards and
Parkway users to refer to as the environment
and pressures for use evolve.
While there is no absolute in terms of the
natural and social conditions in the Parkway, a
regular objective forum to review and discuss
conditions will help to identify and track
issues of concern before they reach a crisis.
Recommended next steps beyond this plan
include:
1.

Establish a Baseline of Resource
Stewardship and Visitor Experience.

2.

Establish a working committee of
stewards to review the Parkway’s
performance annually — this could be the
Mariposa Creek Parkway Conservancy.
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3.

Identify critical issues to track as
indicators of Parkway quality.

4.

Identify evaluation points for issues of
sufficient concern to warrant monitoring.

While the Parkway is not yet complete,
there are many groups that may in the
future share different visions about use and
recreation. An objective forum for discussion
would help provide a mechanism for regular
communications, review and conflict
resolution.
Coping with Success
The master plan proposed in this document
is a first step toward a low-intensity Parkway,
but that may eventually necessitate higher
capacity. Controlling circulation and limiting
cut-through paths will be important. More
“official” paths could be provided, but this
should be done in balance with maintaining
the character of the site. More facilities could
also be provided to accommodate more
people, but their use should be dispersed to
increase capacity and diffuse impact.
Future steps could develop the park further,
and also provide the opportunity for more
ambitious conservation measures to mitigate
the change, with more physical design to
shape a bolder and more articulated Parkway.
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Phasing Approach
The plan will be implemented through a series of steps, prioritized strategically for impact.
1.

Complete necessary property acquisitions and solidify trail easements, and obtain necessary
regulatory approvals and permits.

2.

Extend the paved trail to the Joe Howard Street Bridge.

3.

Enhance the existing portions of the trail to create a cohesive experience.

4.

Continue developing trail connections, amenities, and improvements.

This project is about mobility, recreation, economic development, and placemaking. It will change
the perspective on Mariposa Creek, as a place, as a park, and as a destination that is a piece
of a much larger public space system. The completed Parkway will raise the quality of life for
Mariposans for years to come.
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Unlocking Potentials
The ultimate goal of the Mariposa Creek
Parkway projects is to create a 4-mile physical
creekside connection from Highway 49
northwest of town to the Fairgrounds that lie
to the southeast. This vision was laid out in
the original 1992 Specific Area Plan, which
continues to guide decisions as the plan
evolves. The logical extension of this project
falls into three categories — extension of the
trail to the north and south, development of
programs and amenities along the Creek,
and the creation of connections between the
Parkway and the town and region.
The County is wisely opportunistic in seeking
funding to build the Parkway. The Master Plan,
as it has been refined and adjusted, points to
the finished project and the creative, strategic,
and successful search for grant funding
will determine the ultimate implementation
timeframe. It is possible that the project will
continue to be built piece by piece. In the
event that early funding wins have to be
allocated to priority components, the following
is a strategic list of catalytic projects that
would quickly bring attention to the Parkway
and increase visitors, providing momentum
and support for additional funding and
construction.

property not currently under County control.
Permission to utilize these properties is
required before implementation can continue,
or the County may pursue outright acquisition
of these parcels. Once these areas are within
the project boundaries, permits from resource
agencies may be obtained to begin essential
surveys and permitting compliance.

Build a Public Walkable Surface
At it’s foundation, the project calls for the
construction of a walkway from the 8th Street
low-water crossing to the Joe Howard Street
Bridge, continuing the trail that currently runs
adjacent to Stroming Road. The construction
of the trail itself will facilitate the installation of
supporting infrastructural conduits for lighting
and potable water as well.

Removal of Invasive Planting
By prioritizing the removal of invasive
Himalayan Blackberry that has choked the
banks of the Creek and crowded out native
vegetation, the Parkway site will be feel more
open and accessible. It will also feel safer, with
improved sightlines and better connections.

Lighting
Property Acquisition
Events, performances, and partnerships with Parkway
adjacent businesses will boost visitation and drive more
investment in user experience and enjoyment. This image
shows the Open-Mic event at Creekside Nursery, held during
Creek Week.

Before work on the trail can start there are
essential elements that need to be funded and
executed, including the acquisition of property
or usage agreements / easements. The Phase
III Conceptual Design shows development on

The community has expressed a desire for
lighting along the trail, both to improve safety
and expand the utility of the trail. Lighting
sends a message of permanence and intent,
and, seen from a distance, would encourage
visitors to venture down from Main Street to
the Parkway.
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Parkway Portals

Jessie Street Overlook

Installations and signage on Route 140/49 can
direct visitors to the Parkway, along clearly
defined routes that feel like part of the public
realm and not just through alleys heading
away from the commercial core. These
thoroughfares are envisioned as the “rungs
of the ladder,” reinforced with materials and
furnishings that reflect the Parkway’s design.

As the high point of the potential Parkway
Trailhead area, the view from Jessie Street
offers unparalleled vistas of the Creek and
surrounding hillsides. A dramatic installation
constructed here may create an attraction
for visitors and a destination for locals. Its
location only a block from Main Street would
reinforce its magnetic power, giving people
an overall view of the Parkway to be explored
below.

Stroming Road Corridor
A clear separation from Stroming Road will
impart renewed interest in this section of
trail. By safely accommodating cars in better
defined parking zones, and by providing a
park-like setting (called for in the original
Parkway Master Plan) this area will become
both a passage and a destination. The
addition of seating areas and creekside
access or interpretive signage will greatly
enhance the experience along this corridor,
and will increase momentum for a Parkway
extension further upstream. Critical in this
initial project would be to make the Parkway
function and appear as a shaded walkway
visually and physically linked to the Creek.

Safe Crossing at 8th Street
Currently pedestrians and vehicles share the
concrete low-water crossing at 8th Street.
On most occasions this is quite suitable, as
there are neither too many cars nor too many
pedestrians. A redesigned crossing, however,
will delineate the space more appropriately
and, subsequently, welcome more visitors and
convey a sense of permanence.
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Stormwater Park and Market Plaza
As the Mariposa County Arts Park does on
the southern end, the Stormwater Park in
combination with a Market Plaza, established
in the existing parking lot of Pioneer Market,
will anchor the northern end of the Parkway.
Unlike the Arts Park, these two new spaces
overlook the Creek with expansive visibility
toward the Parkway. This will provide a new
vantage point, circulating people up to local
businesses and back down to the Creek. The
owner’s of Pioneer Market would be a critical
partner in this proposal.

Connect the Parkway to the
County Park
While the hillside is steep, a stairway
connection or switchbacking ramp could be
constructed that links the Parkway to the
facilities on top of hill at the County Park.
Currently the only way to access the park is by
road, with no accommodations for pedestrians
or cyclists. This linkage will encourage

Rebuilding the Parkway section along Stroming Road could
jump start the trail extension.

6. CATALYTIC PROJECTS
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As previously mentioned, the plan calls for the
creation of a stewardship organization. This
would provide a framework for efforts that
cannot be fully sustained by the County alone.
The organization would be led by community
members committed to seeing the project
off the ground, by hosting events, raising
awareness, and pursuing additional funding.

11TH ST.

12TH ST.

13TH ST.

Establish the Mariposa Creek
Parkway Conservancy

10TH ST.

exercise along the Parkway, by offering the
ability to tie into the tennis courts, pool,
and skatepark, and in the future to a larger
regional trail network.

HWY 49

JESSIE ST.

A perhaps ideal location for the Conservancy
would be to repurpose the Pioneer Auto
building. The building is currently unoccupied
and has a strategic location along Mariposa
Creek, to be a visible presence for the
Parkway and a connection to Main Street.

MARKET + EVENT PLA ZA
COAKLEY CIRCLE

STORMWATER PARK

Host Fitness Classes and
Performances on the Parkway
By granting access to local fitness-oriented
businesses in town, the County could
incentivize outdoor classes which would bring
more people to the undeveloped Parkway.
Seeing people in the space will encourage
others to visit, whether as part of a class or
on their own. Pop-up performances could
be staged if enough resources and space
were available, or if local businesses could
support events through partnerships with the
Mariposa Creek Parkway Conservancy.
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Annualize Creek Week
Finally, building on the success of the threeday Creek Week event hosted in April of
2019, this project proposes to create an
annual event, held in the Spring and located
on the Parkway site. Food vendors, artists,
fitness stations, and performances all come
together around project information and
progress updates. As a unifying community
element, Creek Week showed the potential
for the Parkway to bring people together and
appreciate the value of Mariposa Creek.
Learning from the work done for this project
to put together this event, an implementation
process diagram is included in the Appendix
to share the necessary permitting and
organizational considerations for future Creek
Week events.
This event would work reciprocally with the
upgrades to Stroming Road, as this area
provides the ideal venue for Creek Week.
A more welcoming experience along this
corridor would encourage more visitors,
and the presence of more visitors would
encourage more investment in the physical
attributes and amenities of this space.

Creek Week created a sense of community, and generated
energy and excitement for the Parkway project. It is
envisioned as an annual event going forward.
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A Recreational Engine
Mariposa Creek Parkway does not exist in a
vacuum. Its development is impacted by other
events and developments in town and it in
turn impacts them. Thus, the Creek can play
a vital role in catalyzing development beyond
the boundaries of the corridor. Some of the
conditions and opportunities in the larger
community that influence the development of
the Parkway include:
Gateway Community
The Town of Mariposa is a gateway
community for Yosemite National Park.
This situation has both advantages and
disadvantages.
Tourist dollars are a significant contributor to
the budget of Mariposa County and tourism
drives much of the economy of the Town of
Mariposa. Projects such as the Mariposa
Creek Parkway have value to the County as
both a tourism enhancement and as a quality
of life improvement for residents.
Under the umbrella of resource protection the
National Park Service has held development
of housing for visitors and employees within
park boundaries stable — or reduced them,
putting pressure on the gateway communities
to grow to accommodate this growing
resident population.
NPS is investigating responses to vehicle
congestion in Yosemite by providing parking
in gateway communities and contemplating
ways that the Yosemite visitor experience can
start earlier along the journey. Ideas such as a

satellite visitor center and parking have been
seen in town, and the 2017 Transportation
Center Plan proposes a tour bus drop off /
pick up location in Mariposa. Both of these
proposals bring potential users of the Parkway
into town, possibly for an extended stay, and
challenge the Town to provide a varied and
satisfying visitor experience to the Yosemitebound guests.
Regional Recreation
Recreation opportunities in the County
extend beyond the Mariposa Creek corridor.
A key recommendation of the 2001 Mariposa
County Recreation Master Plan was that
Mariposa County assumes the mantle of “The
Recreation County of California,” capitalizing
on the myriad recreational opportunities
offered by a wide variety of agencies and
land managers. The development of Mariposa
Creek as a link in and a catalyst for a regional
system of trails that could provide a multi-day
bicycle or hiking adventure is encouraged by
these nearby trail resources:
Stockton Creek Preserve was developed
through a partnership between the Sierra
Foothill Conservancy and the Mariposa Public
Utilities District. The 410-acre preserve offers
a network of trails connected to both the town
of Mariposa and to Highway 140 at a trailhead
just north of town.
The Merced River Trail is a 13.1 mile designated
trail with several campsites from Bagby
Recreation Area to the confluence of Highway
140 and the Merced River at Briceburg. The
BLM trail follows the old Yosemite Valley
Railroad bed on the north side of the Merced
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River. An informal trail continues east from
Briceburg on the railroad grade toward
Yosemite.
Finally, Bear Creek flows through nearby
Midpines and presents a yet-undeveloped
opportunity for non-motorized travel within
the Highway 140 corridor between Mariposa
and Briceburg. Midpines residents have
championed the development of this creek
corridor as another link in the chain of
recreational opportunities in the County.

Sphere of Influence
As a new center of gravity providing new
destinations for locals and visitors, the
Parkway will create opportunities for creekside
or creek-facing economic development. More
people on the trail means more opportunity for
businesses to acclimate to the users’ needs
and benefit from increased foot traffic.
There are many existing places where new
outdoor spaces could be installed on what
are now the backs of buildings facing Route
140/49. Hotels along the commercial core
could offer creekside suites, while bars
and restaurants may create outdoor dining
areas or creek overlook spaces. Currently
underutilized areas, such as the parking lot
between 5th and 6th Streets, or the empty lot
adjacent to the Mariposa County Arts Park,
may be reconsidered for their value as creekoriented locations. Empty buildings may be
repurposed to fit the needs of the community
and mirror the character of the Parkway.
Since the Parkway will encourage pedestrian
mobility, businesses in town may also see
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increased visitation simply out of convenience.
Visitors that are walking along the Creek will
be looking for places to get a cup of coffee or
explore local shops. Locals that are using the
Parkway as a shortcut across town may find
it easier to visit businesses on the Creek side
than deal with the congestion of Main Street.
Moving upstream into less developed parts of
town, the Parkway has the ability to influence
the undetermined urban form that new
housing or recreational amenities might bring.
Affordable housing developments will see
the Parkway as a valuable asset, providing a
direct linkage into town and its commercial
destinations. New residents will benefit from
the proximity of the trail, and this renewed
sense of value for the Creek will generate
greater return on investment.
Designs for new developments in the area
could have housing facing the Parkway
(sited out of the floodplain), with parking
and vehicular access in the back. Frontages
along the parkway will provide a continuous
vista where people of the community can
lookout for one another, increasing safety
and vibrancy, along with reinforcing the
connection to the region’s valuable landscape
and sense of place.
As a site under consideration for large-scale
recreation, the area upstream from the Joe
Howard Street Bridge could become wellconnected to the core of Mariposa, and also
provide a linkage across Route 49 to the Field
of Dreams site, creating a recreational corridor
that spans the length of town, connecting all
the way to the County Park and its facilities at
the opposite end of the Parkway.

7. DEVELOPMENT IMPLICATIONS

Potential development influence along Phases I, II, and III.

Recommendations
1.

Future development along the Parkway corridor should face the Parkway.

2.

A Parkway Overlay District could be created that incentivizes Parkway-oriented development.

3.

To encourage alternative modes of transportation, development should ensure that
connections to the Parkway are bicycle friendly, with bike racks and ramps instead of stairs.

4.

Services and utilities should be sited on the opposite side of buildings from the Parkway.

5.

A transfer of development rights program could be initiated that incentivizes denser housing
in more appropriate zones along the Parkway while protecting sensitive sites.

6.

Developments not directly on the Parkway should be incentivized to make connections and
establish linkages or facilities that cater to Parkway users.

7.

New creek crossings should be encouraged, where possible and where regulations permit.
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Mariposa’s Unsheltered Population
Based on the overwhelming consensus of
stakeholders from throughout Mariposa
County, this master plan identifies the
segment of the Mariposa Creek corridor
between Joe Howard Street and 8th Street
as the preferred location for Phase III of
the Mariposa Creek Parkway. Though this
extension will expand and deepen the
impact of the Parkway’s community-driven
programming, it is important to note that
this area currently serves as an important
resource for some of Mariposa County’s
most vulnerable community members — its
population of people who are homeless.
Currently, there are no permanent shelters
for people who are homeless in Mariposa
County. This deficiency, coupled with a variety
of countywide social and economic factors —
including a lack of employment opportunities,
shortage of low-income housing, and gaps
in capacity for treating mental illness —
has forced some Mariposans to establish
temporary residence in the segment of the
Creek corridor imagined as Phase III of the
Mariposa Creek Parkway.
The transient and hidden nature of
homelessness, especially in rural
communities, makes exact counting difficult,
and no formal counts of the homeless
population in the Creek corridor has been
undertaken. However, the Mariposa County
Department of Human services conducted a
point in time study of the population of people
who are homeless in January 2019, and a total
of 86 people were counted. 80% have serious
health problems or concerns, 34% have a
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history of experiencing domestic violence, and
15% were under the age of 18.
The Parkway’s economic benefits, such
as supporting local business growth and
generating additional revenue through
increased property valuation, can enhance
the County’s ability to invest in social services
to help mitigate its impacts. Additionally,
the project’s mobility benefits can facilitate
connections between employment
opportunities, social service organizations,
and healthcare providers that can help
transition individuals out of homelessness.
Nonetheless, to ensure that this population
also benefits from the project’s range of
economic, cultural, environmental, and healthrelated goals, it is critical that the Mariposa
Creek Parkway partnership continue to
engage and design for some of the site’s most
vulnerable current users.

Litter and temporary camps along the Creek
Parkway’s intended alignment.

7. DEVELOPMENT IMPLICATIONS
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The Town of Mariposa began exactly where
this plan begins, alongside a fluctuating creek,
edged by variable conditions of topography
and vegetation. A visit to Mariposa Creek
in January is very different than in August,
and learning to appreciate the seasonality
and changing experience of the Creek is an
important driver of the ecological story of this
plan.
Similarly, the perception of the plan and
the Creek will be different in 2030 than it
is in 2020, and learning to adapt to new
opportunities and challenges is an important
way to shape the story of Mariposa and
determine its most important values. What
needs to remain the same over time is the
enthusiasm and support for the project. All
ideas and suggestions in this document
are perfectly feasible, but only with the
unwavering support from the community and
County leadership.
The master plan development process
brought everyone together to contribute to
a bigger, shared idea of the Parkway. But
the process is not over and it is everyone’s
responsibility to take ownership of the next
steps towards making it happen. Now, its
legacy can only thrive as a result of civic
commitment and action. This idea of a
continued collective effort, however, is not
an easy undertaking. There are nuances and
complications that will be addressed, but may
not be resolved immediately.
Complexities of the plan begin with fitting
Mariposa into its many contexts, from the site
scale, to the scale of the town, to the entire
region. And not only must it fit its geographical

context, but also its historical, economic,
and cultural contexts. To understand
how to shape all of these factors into one
cohesive plan, the design team consulted
Mariposa’s most important stakeholders,
the members of the community. Driven by
these multiple engagement events and
stakeholder meetings, the resulting Mariposa
Creek Parkway Master Plan showcases the
process of using community voices to build
community places.
In the future, these voices may change and
the project may evolve along with them as
long as they are driven by a collective vision.
With a vision based on this range of scales,
along with the diversity of people contributing
to the plan, the diversity of services provided,
and the diversity of landscapes uncovered and
accessible through implementation, the plan
will be more adaptable and resilient. Changes
are not a threat but an opportunity for the
community to again congregate to decide
what is best.
Each part, from the ecological foundation
to continued community outreach, is
fundamentally connected to all other parts. No
part can be wholly removed from the plan in
the same way that Mariposa cannot be wholly
removed from its location. As a popular tourist
destination and rich cultural legacy, the Town
of Mariposa has certainly used this framework
to its advantage in the past, but the Parkway
plan presents the potential to diversify and
add to the larger, more complex story. This
relationship between community members
and the Creek will evolve an understanding
about water and its complicated levels of
utility, convenience, and risk within California,
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while also providing social infrastructure
that brings people together, and the physical
assets that contribute to community pride and
quality of life.
Mariposa’s surrounding landscape is
spectacular in scale and distinctive to this
region of the country, and deploying these
contextual clues to the details of the site
will reinforce that regional identity to the
community members and begin to introduce
visitors to the landscape they have entered.
Implementing the plan will mean tackling
complex hurdles associated with property
acquisition, regulatory permitting, and funding.
Navigating these complicated and expansive
processes requires time and detailed expertise
to ensure that the Parkway is implemented
in accordance with the community’s stated
preferences. The plan is not dependent on
cost alone, but considers it as an important
factor. Translating these visionary ideas into
reality will be the ultimate test for the Creek
Parkway.
Early catalytic efforts are an opportunity to
combine vision and pragmatism into small
projects to test the validity of the plan. This
project has been in the minds of Mariposans
for decades, and the newfound momentum of
the past few years should now be deployed as
built work, however incremental. It is difficult
to completely imagine this new Parkway with
all of its planned features, but being able to
see progress will be the quickest way to gain
momentum and prove, to the community, to
the visitors, and to leardership at the County,
that the plan has the ability to achieve its
goals.
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With this implementation will come a new
center of gravity for Mariposa. Providing
new destinations for locals and visitors, the
Parkway will create opportunities for creekside
or creek-facing economic development, and
will play a vital role in catalyzing development
beyond the boundaries of the corridor.
Mariposa Creek is already a part of a much
larger public space system. The plan will
not change the Creek; though it will change
its significance and prominence in the
community and among its visitors. The
Parkway plan positions Mariposa to be a Base
Camp for the Sierra Nevada, and ties the
Town into a much larger regional recreational
network, connecting Mariposa Creek with the
Merced River and Yosemite National Park.
It is rare to have this richness of experience
within a short walk. With the reassurance of a
consistent, paved Parkway, people may travel
through deep forest to hillside meadows to
an urban streetscape. All of these elements
in a sequence will tell a story about ecology,
water, and community. The Parkway will
shape an experience so that Mariposa Creek
will once again be looked upon as key asset
and advantage to the town, as it was when
Mariposa was founded.

8. CONCLUSION
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9. APPENDIX

This additional information is included in the
printed version of the master plan on the
following pages:

Creek Week Permitting Diagram, Mariposa County
Regulatory Permitting Flowchart and Cost Estimate, Live Oak Associates
Sustainable Material Initiatives, WRT and Sierra Designs, Inc.
Property and Right-of-Way Acquisition, Mariposa County and Sierra Foothill Conservancy
Rural Recreation Grant Project Cost Estimate, Sierra Designs, Inc.
Summary of Community Comments from Creek Week, Mariposa County and WRT

In addition, the following documents are
available from the Mariposa County Planning
Department as part of the Digital Record:

Site Survey, Mariposa County Public Works Department Site Survey
Site Data — Imagery + Contours, Sierra Aeriform
Site Photos, WRT
Proposition 68 Funding Application, 8/2019, Mariposa County + WRT
Biological Constraints and Opportunities Analysis, Live Oak Associates
Creek Week Report, Presentation to Mariposa County Board of Supervisors, 5/7/2019, WRT
State of the Art Workshop – Transportation for America, Mariposa County
Revegetation Strategies + Draft Plant Palette, Mariposa County and Xerces Society
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CREEK WEEK PERMITTING PROCESS
NOTES

9. APPENDIX

PROCESS
This would likely only be if you

WILL YOU BE ACCESSING PROPERTY OFF OF A
COUNTY-MAINTAINED ROAD?

wanted to locate any activities in or
along Stroming Road or Fournier
Road.

This allows you to have a specific
activity (like a parade, street fair) to

YES

take place on a county road. Contact

NO

the Department of Public Works at
(209) 966-5356 for an Encroachment

YOU NEED AN
ENCROACHMENT PERMIT.

Permit application.

COOL, YOU’RE ALL SET
THERE!

DO YOU WANT TO SERVE FOOD?
The Health Department needs to
make sure that your food vendors

YES

are serving safe and wholesome

NO

food. This application, which is

YOU NEED A SPECIAL
EVENT PERMIT FROM
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH.

straightforward and simple, can
be downloaded from the county’s
website. Keep in mind that they ask

GREAT, DON’T WORRY
ABOUT IT THEN.

that you return it two weeks before
your event!

Remember that beer/wine vendors

DO YOU WANT TO SERVE BEER/WINE?

will need an ABC permit.

Currently, this application needs to be

YES

picked up at the Sheriff’s Department.

NO

Since it requires sign-off from several
county agencies, it’s best to get on
top of this permit application early.

This will allow you to save

YOU NEED A PUBLIC
ASSEMBLAGE PERMIT.

some money through fee
waivers and the use of the

SEE IF YOU CAN GET
COUNTY SPONSORSHIP.

County’s insurance.
Also, don’t be shy about following
up with the county agencies who
are reviewing it to check on the

DID YOU RETURN YOUR
PERMIT TO THE SHERIFF
WITHIN 10 DAYS?

application’s process as it moves
between the agencies.

YES
ALRIGHT, YOU SHOULD BE
GOOD TO GO!

NO
Get out there and tell
everyone about it. The
more the merrier!

DID YOU GET COUNTY
SPONSORSHIP?
This policy is still in draft
format.

YES

CHECK WITH THE CLERK
OF THE BOARD FOR NEXT
STEPS.

NO
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Regulatory Permitting Flowchart

Prepare and Submit
Wetland Delineation for
USACE Verification
and Request a PJD
Preparation of 404
Permit Package for
Impacts to Waters
of the U.S.
Preparation of
Biological
Assessment
Report, If Needed
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Mariposa
Creek
Parkway
Master Plan

Preparation
of CEQA
Document

Preparation of 401
Permit Package for
Impacts to Waters of
the State

Conduct Species
Surveys, Avoidance, and
Monitoring as Needed to
Reduce Impacts to a
Less Than Significant
Level

Application Fees

Prepare and
Implement Water
Diversion Plan, if
Needed

USFWS Sec. 7
Consultation, If
Needed

Purchase In-lieu Fee
Mitigation Credits for
Impacts to Wetlands, If
Needed

USFWS Letter of
Concurrence or
Biological Opinion
Issued

Mitigation for Take of
Federally Listed
Species, if Biological
Opinion Issued

Conduct Water Quality
Monitoring and
Reporting for Instream
Work, as Needed
Restore and Stabilize
all Disturbed Soils

CDFW Notification of
Lake or Streambed
Alteration (1602 Permit
Application) for Impacts
to Riparian and/or
Streambed
Application Fees
Prepare Revegetation
Plan and Plant
Mitigation Trees as
Needed
Conduct Species
Surveys, Avoidance,
and Monitoring as
Needed to Comply
With Conditions of
Permit
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Constraints Timing and Cost Estimation Summary
Approval/Permit/Mitigation Activity							Time					Cost
*CEQA Biological Resources Report							

6-12 months (Entire CEQA Process)

$7,800

Wetland Delineation and USACE Verification						3 months				$7,800
Preparation of BA for Section 7 Consultation						3 months				$6,000
Preparation of 404 Permit Application Package and Permit Acquisition			

1 year					

Waters of the U.S. Mitigation								

Not Applicable		

401 Permit Application Package and Permit Acquisition					

6-12 months			

CDFW 1602 (SAA) Permit Application Package and Permit Acquisition			

6-12 months				

$8,200

Unknown in-lieu fee amount
$7,000 plus permit fees
$12,300

Preconstruction Wildlife Survey								1 day					$3,500
Total											1 year					$51,600			
														plus potential permit and mitigation fees

*Full CEQA review document preparation, if required, not included in this line item.
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Sustainable Material Initiatives
The Mariposa Creek Parkway provides the
County with an opportunity to demonstrate
and display the use of sustainable and green
materials. Materials such as these will not
only educate Parkway users to materials they
can adopt at home or in their business, they
also are in keeping with the goals and themes
of the Parkway development which includes
sensitive stewardship of this resource.
The design imagery of the Parkway as
envisioned in the graphics throughout the
master plan focus on the celebration of natural
materials — stone, steel, timbers — and the
manmade materials that blend with them and
provide additional functionality.
Construction plans for the Mariposa Creek
Parkway should include:
Salvaged Historic Materials
These materials hearken back to Mariposa’s
past. Iron, granite blocks, and sizeable
timbers all had a presence in the County
since its inception and are found from
time to time in salvage yards or in storage.
Repurposing these materials on the Parkway
in a contemporary way provides contextural
interest while also being functional.
Salvaged Construction Materials
Current materials such as broken and
discarded concrete, river cobble and gravels,
and reclaimed wood can be used in the
construction of the new Parkway, keeping the
materials out of the landfill and repurposed in
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a new role. For example, Parkway structures
and benches could be constructed from
timbers removed from the site, or boulders
that need to be relocated.
Locally Sourced Resources
The use of locally sourced materials not only
reduces the negative ecological footprint of
the project’s construction, it supports the
economy of the County and region. These
include local granite quarries, plant nurseries,
and the use of locally-based labor sources.
Green Materials
The Parkway is an excellent place to
demonstrate the use of green building
materials such as permeable paving
underfoot, sustainable concrete, strawbale
or cob seat walls, bamboo and fiber cement
board in buildings and shelters, and stone —
for paving, veneers, accents, and seating.
Furthermore, creating a plant palette that is
native to the site will reduce the amount of
irrigation, soil amendment and herbicide that
will be required. Additionally, it will provide
habitat for an expanding number of animals
and birds.
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Acquisition Process
The first step is to evaluate what grants are
available in a timeline that aligns with the
option agreement. Then, compare these
opportunities to the relevant Parkway
acquisition effort and gauge which program
the Project will be most competitive in. This
includes a determination about the extent to
which the project goals align with the goals
of the grant program. The key is reviewing
the eligibility criteria, goals and focus of each
grant opportunity. This includes determining
whether the project is eligible for the specific
funding opportunity, and identifying whether
the opportunity stipulates if applicants may (or
must) be non-profit entities such as the Sierra
Foothill Conservancy (SFC), or public entities
like Mariposa County.
Once this grant opportunity to Project
“matchmaking” has been completed, the
applicant team can begin crafting a grant
application that specifically addresses the
topics, goals, and priorities of the identified
funding opportunity. During this time or
prior to grant writing and development, it is
recommended to also commission a Phase I
Hazardous Materials Assessment (Phase I).
This is required for applications to state and
federal granting agencies for fee-title property
acquisitions (and is also SFC policy).
The Phase I is completed by an experienced
third-party company that conducts research
digitally, remotely and in person via site visit
to the property. There is also a landowner
interview in which the Phase I contractor
interviews the landowner in person or via
phone, and sometimes via questionnaire.

If there are issues that arise from a Phase I
Assessment, then remediation of these issues
is required before closing the transaction.
The competitive grant funding world moves
at a very slow pace. On average from grant
submission to notice of award is between
3-6 months. If awarded grant agreement
negotiation and execution can be anywhere
from 2-4 months from grant award. Hence the
importance of ensuring that the Project and
overall transaction due diligence and pieces
are in place well ahead of time to place the
applicant team and the landowner in position
to close the transaction within only months of
grant agreement execution.
After grant agreement execution the first step
is submitting the property appraisal to the
funder (and if state of CA, the Department of
General Services) for review and approval.
This review process is typically between
8-12 weeks and often results in feedback
and questions from the reviewing grant
funding agency that are minor and can be
resolved within a short time by the contracted
appraiser.
Once the appraisal is formally issued an
approval statement by the grant funding
agency, closing documents like escrow
instructions, purchase and sale agreements
and pro forma title policies can be developed.
These documents can be developed by SFC
in cooperation with the title company and
negotiated and agreed upon by the landowner.
In many cases this suite of closing documents
along with draft closing statements are
required to be submitted to the grant funder
for approval. Once approved, the applicant

team may request via grant invoice the
approved appraisal purchase price from the
grant funding agency. From there it takes the
grant funding agency about 6-8 weeks to wire
the funds into the identified escrow account.
The title company will notify the applicant
team when all funds are deposited into
escrow, from there the purchaser and the
landowner schedule a closing appointment
to sign all documents in person at the
escrow office. If need be documents can be
signed in counterpart as well. The escrow
officer submits documents for recording,
the landowner is provided with a check or
wire transfer for the approved appraised
purchase price and the purchaser becomes
the new landowner. In the event that a nonprofit partner like SFC is the purchaser, the
organization becomes the new landowner
only briefly, before transferring the fee-title
of the property to the County in the same or
subsequent escrow transaction.
All documentation of the successful closing
and fee-title transfer of the property is
reported to the grant funding agency. In
addition, the process of grant agreement
close-out begins, in which the applicant team
submits final reports, and other deliverables
to ensure that we’ve met our grant agreement
obligations, this can be anywhere from 3-6
months depending on the specific grant
agreement terms.
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The budget included here represents the critical components
that have to come together to establish the Parkway, given a
limit of $3 million from a potential Rural Recreation grant.
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Sierra Designs, Inc Landscape Architecture

ROM Cost Est ‐ Mariposa Creek

Based On: 190407 Basemap_50
Take Offs ‐ Bluebeam

Mariposa Creek
Summary
12/17/2019

Property Acquisition Total
Start Up & General Costs

$

551,000

$

189,500

$

30,300

$

1,453,100

$

220,600

$

27,800

$

37,900

$
$

1,959,200
489,800

$

3,000,000

Compliance, Mobilization, Construction Managemant

Surveys
Master Plan Aerial‐Topo and Construction Staking

Trails & Bridges
12' Wide Clearing, 10' Asphalt Trail, 10 Culverts, 1 Bridge

Invasive Plant Species Control
Combination of Cultural Traditional Burning and Mechanical/ Herbicide ‐2 Year Treatment

Site Lighting
Conduit for Future Site Lighting

Art/Sculptures & Trail Signage
Interpretive Signs and Wayfinding Signs

Construction Total
Soft Costs at 25% of Construction Costs

TOTAL
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Community Comments from Creek Week
Comment

Tone

Primary

Secondary

Tertiary

Good way to see what is going on in the area

Positive

Community

Good for Direction

Positive

Community

Fitness

Neutral

Recreational

It’s amazing

Positive

General

This is really nice

Positive

General

Are trees going to be destroyed (the belong to the animals)

Concern

Environmental

Somewhere along expanded trail: attract visitors for centering
mediation. Maybe centered path or garden-type place to shade
and benches to rest. View?

Suggestion

Access

Fixtures

Community

You will love it here the activities are fun the people are nice

Positive

Community

Recreational

Would love to see more walking/biking trails in town

Neutral

Trail

More benches

Suggestion

Fixtures

Add shaded areas

Suggestion

Fixtures

Water fountains along the trail

Suggestion

Fixtures

Add plants/flowers/trees

Suggestion

Environmental

More hiking trails

Suggestion

Trail

more flowers

Suggestion

Environmental

fix the road

Suggestion

Fixtures

More water

Suggestion

Access

We should put more animal’s in the Creek to increase the
animal population

Suggestion

Environmental

have fun and bathrooms

Neutral

Recreational

Hiking trails

Neutral

Trail

picnic tables

Suggestion

Fixtures

more flowers and plants

Suggestion

Environmental

engage kids

Suggestion

Recreational

help the surrounding of the Creek

Concern

Environmental

Bike and running/walking trail

Neutral

Trail

walk ways over the water

Suggestion

Fixtures

clean up dat Sat/Sun

Suggestion

Community

fun activities

Neutral

Community

Trails that ensure that plants aren’t being harmed

Concern

Environmental

Disc golf?

Recreational

big pond

Fixtures

Access

Community

Environmental
Trail
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Bathrooms

Neutral

Fixtures

Access

place for meetings

Suggestion

Fixtures

Access

more waste bins

Suggestion

Fixtures

good way to set downtown

Positive

Other*

you should add picnic tables

Suggestion

Fixtures

pathways over the Creek and bikeways through the Mariposa
creek way, and trails that lead to more than just walking, like
mediation, lunch and more

Suggestion

Trail

Mariposa creek way is a good way to help mariposa grow

Positive

Community

Turn creek into a water park

Suggestion

Recreational

nature bike path

Suggestion

Trail

make the park more peaceful

Suggestion

Recreational

having a good day

Positive

General

make creek insect learning station

Suggestion

General

you’ll be interested from beginning to end

Positive

General

cool place you’ll like

Positive

Infrastructure

it’s amazing here

Positive

General

make it where people can swim

Suggestion

Recreational

Rafting/Climbing

Neutral

Recreational

Bear guide trail

Suggestion

Trail

Other*

additional trails

Suggestion

Trail

Recreational

Elevation? Bike Ride section

Concern

Trail

Recreational

Mariposa half marathon?

Suggestion

Community

Recreational

cemetery has potential for historic tours?

Suggestion

Community

Other*

Bike race

Suggestion

Community

Recreational

Love the ridge/rim trail idea!

Positive

General

Learn interesting information about nature

Suggestion

Other*

Pioneer market is cool because you can buy food

Neutral

Other*

could bike to and from school

Positive

Access

needs to grow

Neutral

Community

You can relax there

Positive

Recreational

you can make a lot of thouts, things, and relate on them

Neutral

General

you can use your phone

Neutral

Other*

awesome place

Positive

General

Access

Community

Fixtures

Recreational

Recreational

Recreational

Community

USFS/NPS BLM trails
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For wood projects, use relaimed beetle - kill pine

Suggestion

Environmental

Fixtures

reminds me of the trail in YNP

Neutral

General

Exotic and something new

Positive

General

Modern and natural

Neutral

Fixtures

good bike rides and places to walk

Positive

Trail

unsafe?

Concern

Access

this is nice!

Positive

General

nature bridge

Suggestion

Community

access across creek

Concern

Access

very peaceful

Positive

General

car camping opitons

Concern

Safty

awesome

Positive

Other*

shared space to observe

Positive

Community

safe and friendly

Positive

Safety

Community

nice place to jog

Positive

Trail

Recreational

looks fun and cool to walk on

Positive

Trail

stone is good

Positive

Fixtures

really cool

Positive

General

looks great!

Positive

General

running is good

Neutral

General

I love running!

Neutral

Infrastructure

running is fun

Neutral

General

Love this idea

Positive

General

that is just cool nice to relax

Positive

General

cool idea

Positive

General

mariposa would be “shazzy” with this

Positive

Infrastructure

would attract more people

Positive

Community

interactive

Neutral

Other*

gets a lot of snow so families can spend time there - looks fun!

Positive

Community

looks great!

Positive

Other*

a great place

Positive

Other*

it looks fun and cool

Positive

Other*

mediation, quiet

Neutral

Other*

a quiet place/relaxing/ a getaway place for quiet time

Positive

Community

looks relaxing

Positive

Other*

Access

Recreational

bird blinds

Recreational

Access
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wood is good - natural

Positive

Fixtures

the trees are cool how they stick out

Positive

Fixtures

looks cool

Positive

Other*

can see where snakes would be and gives people more space
to walk

Suggestion

Fixtures

love open space! Mix of natural growth and natural lawn for
cattle

Positive

Fixtures

pretty like picnic spot

Positive

Recreational

Fixtures

picnics

Neutral

Recreational

Other*

I like the native look

Positive

Other*

it looks cool

Positive

Other*

looks fun and cool

Positive

Other*

relaxing

Positive

Other*

waterpark?

Suggestion

Recreational

you can take a bath whenever you want

Neutral

Recreational

public bench

Suggestion

Fixtures

shade is cool [shading areas]

Positive

Fixtures

kinda boring [shading areas]

Negative

Fixtures

too modern [shading areas]

Negative

Fixtures

like artful attractions - good conversation starter - memories
easily made

Positive

Community

make the overlook long so people can look at it

Suggestion

Fixtures

I want to go to it

Positive

General

needs trash cans

Suggestion

Infrastructure

this place is really nice

Positive

General

it’s amazing

Positive

General

fitness

Neutral

Recreational

great way to see what is going on in the area

Positive

Community

parking lot

Suggestion

Infrastructure

good for direction

Positive

Access

fitness

Neutral

Recreational

nice!

Positive

General

cool ideas

Positive

General

this is really nice park for kids

Positive

Community

birdwatching

Neutral

Environmental

love the access of hiking

Positive

Trail
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future trail network

Neutral

Trail

Community

nice trail for hiking

Positive

Trail

Recreational

locating parking outside

Suggestion

Infrastructure

floodproof

Concern

Infrastructure

Environmental

I like that you can see the Creek

Positive

Access

Environmental

more trees

Suggestion

Infrastructure

keep original rocks

Suggestion

Infrastructure

might be a cool picnic idea

Positive

Community

I like how beautiful the nature looks

Positive

Environmental

you should add more benches

Suggestion

Infrastructure

Water fountains along the trail

Suggestion

Infrastructure

shade areas

Suggestion

Infrastructure

plant more flowers/plants

Suggestion

Environmental

cool, nice, interesting

Positive

General

bathrooms

Concern

General

fun things

Positive

General

clean up activites

Suggestion

Community

Other*

cool little restraunt or shops and water fountains

Suggestion

Community

Access

rocks could hurt kids

Concern

Safety

cross the Creek

Concern

Saftey

Access

love the Creek access

Positive

Access

General

I like the trail going to the hotels

Neutral

General

maybe add more rocks with water under the rocks

Suggestion

Infrastructure

benches! Love the stones

Positive

Infrastructure

the planting would be hazardous if done over the ground

Concern

Environmental

love it

Positive

General

access to downtown

Neutral

Access

General

nice view and rocks for the kids to hop on

Positive

Access

Recreational

stone!

Neutral

General

needs benches in a lot of places

Suggestion

infrastructure

access

convinent seating

concern

infrastructure

access

trash cans

concern

Safety

dogs allowed!!

positive

community

access to the water

Neutral

access

recreational

use repurposed materials for amenties

suggestion

environmental

Infrastructure

bikes

Neutral

General

Recreational

Trail

Infrastructure

Environmental
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games

Neutral

General

good soft materials - leaving as dirt is fine

Suggestion

Infrastructure

bike parking

Suggestion

Recreational

creekcrossing

Concern

Safety

Access

signage at points of the trail - avoid people getting lost

Suggestion

Safety

Trail

water

Neutral

General

kids friendly - not only for adults or others

Positive

Community

no beer

Negative

Other*

games and activities

Neutral

General

it’s very nice, I love it!

Positive

General

food trucks would be a smart idea

Suggestion

Community

looks cool but could be a lot of improvement

Positive

Community

maybe more inclusive than a beer garden

Negative

Other*

Access

maybe get rid of the ice cold beer served here and add better
sign

Negative

Other*

Access

kid friendly

Positive

Safety

Community

needs food

Suggestion

Other*

railing for trailside seating

Suggestion

Trail

Infrastructure

places to eat/table area

Suggestion

Access

Recreational

interactive garden

Suggestion

Community

Recreational

Environmental

one stop shop for food trucks so you can eat by the Creek

Suggestion

Other*

critical!

Positive

General

important to help keep bikes off the highway

Positive

Safety

Access

Recreational

pioneer was on train to and from Mariposa

Neutral

General

good place to start trail

Positive

Trail

great mb trail

Positive

Trail

warning/yeild lights

Concern

Safety

Infrastructure

trail development needs to meet a recognized standard not
private

Concern

Access

Other*

these proposed trails are a great idea and would be well used

Positive

Access

Trail

need trail exten to wheels

Suggestion

Recreational

Access

view platform with bench good

Positive

Infrastructure

rim trail wes buy it

Concern

Access

great

Positive

General

yes

Positive

General

I live here

Neutral

General
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go under the bridge

Neutral

General

we live right up the driveay from this beautful creek, let’s let
everyone enjoy it too!

Negative

Community

Access

#myparkway our creek - conserve! Enjoy!

Positive

Community

General

learn intesting information about nature

Suggestion

Community

Access

Other*

listen to the water

Neutral

General

connectiness thorugh town to trail/along the ridge

Positive

Community

Access

Other*

need temprary art instalation flexibility

Suggestion

Art

Community

Infrastructure

could bike to school

Neutral

General

dog station

Suggestion

Recreational

trail lights

Concern

Safety

find a spot to post

Neutral

General

incorporate cultural customs into parking

Suggestion

Community

would be nice to have a place to get food to bring to the Creek

Suggestion

Other*

start to think of the Creek as if a venue - like at arts park

Suggestion

these trails and paths would allow Mariposa to be a destination
instead of a pass through

Positive

buy the acreage for the trailhead please!

Other*

REI?

Access
Art

Other*

Community

Art

Other*

Community

Access

Other*

Suggestion

Access

Trail

Infrastructure

revenue for job opportunities to help the county grow, not
shrink

Positive

Community

Other*

hire CDC mountain bullion to clear

Suggestion

Environmental

Infrastructure

art and benches

Suggestion

Art

Access

Infrastructure

the bigger the bike bath the better

Suggestion

Access

Trail

Recreational

ADA universal acccess?

Concern

Access

Other*

Safety

safety, more ustainable path

Concern

Safety

Trail

Environmental

local art instulations

Suggestion

Art

Community

actual green bike lanes?

Concern

Recreational

presenting local culture

Suggestion

Community

Other*

redesign to a blvd?

Suggestion

Infrastructure

Trail

dog park

Suggestion

Recreational

Community

connect 140 at 8th safely to parkway

Suggestion

Infrastructure

Trail

Jane Kim / ink dwell studion migration

Suggestion

Community

Art

place is private needs to add to the park

Concern

Access

Other*

adequate parking?

Concern

Other*

stay on trail signs

Suggestion

Safety

Trail
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ADA

Concern

Access

how manage ebikes?

Concern

Recreational

incoporate historical elements

Suggestion

Community

Trail

Other*

bike lane stripes?

Concern

Safety

Recreational

Other*

nature based art pieces to accent the natural landscape that are Suggestion
interactive and tie the entire trail together

Community

Art

Awesome! Would be perfect to expand Mariposa county line up
tp the housing beyond pioneer market (formerly known as the
410 trail, a netowrk of trails unofficially established) and on the
other side of the Creek going up the hill

Positive

Community

Access

Other*

fairgrounds to town

Suggestion

Community
Other*

public art that intergrates and supports the natural enviornment Suggestion

Art

Community

outdoor meeting space

Suggestion

Infrastructure

Community

great route

Positive

Trail

design elements that support a rotating selection of temprary/
ephemetal public art installations

Suggestion

Infrastructure

Art

public art tha reers away from “plop art” and over used themes,
but rather ioens space for new stories/narratives and viewer
curiosity

Suggestion

Art

Community

Peace ole: english, miunok, spanish, another native language

Suggestion

Access

Art

width hand cycle?

Concern

Access

representing local culture

Concern

Community

splash park

Suggestion

Recreational

looks comfortable and has a lot of space for people

Positive

General

maybe rough hewn logs so it’s not so linear?

Suggestion

Other*

would love it if it were safe to rollerblade on the trail

Suggestion

Recreational

shelter for homeless - any policies/plans for homeless that will
camp on parts of the Creekway?

Concern

Other*

cultural burn to restore the area

Suggestion

Environmental

I like the trail idea!

Positive

Trail

great spot for a trailhead

Positive

trail

not a fan of the blocky benches

Negative

Infrastructure

Other*

bench can be a mosiac don’t by kids of as a community
project?

Suggestion

Infrastructure

Other*

Eradirable non-native bullfrogs + restore habitat, pond

Suggestion

Environmental

yellow-legged frogs

Neutral

General
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amazing to link to town. Safe route to eliminate barrier

Positive

Safety

Recreational

include tribute by local artists in serivce to our community
during an emergancy event

Suggestion

Safety

Art

affordable housing?

Concern

Community

Other*

workout station

Suggestion

Recreational

restraunts with outdoor space to oversee the Creek

Suggestion

Other*

nature being left along if not on the path

Concern

Trail

Environmental

bridge between the affordable housing and creek

Suggestion

Other*

Infrastructure

need to have art intergrated along the trail

Suggestion

Art

Trail

great views

Positive

General

trail to top of rudge for biking

Suggestion

Trail

clean up days

Suggestion

Other*

Other*

Recreational
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