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MARIPOSA COUNTY RESOLUTION NO. 83-929
ENDORSING THE LETTFR OF CONGRESSMAN CLAUDE PEPPER
SETTING FORTH HEHIS POSITION REGARDING THE
RIGHTS OF OLDER AMERICANS
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors, County
of Mariposa,to endorse the letter of Congressman Claude Pepper
to Congressman Tony Coelho setting forth the position that
seniors participate directly in decisionmaking about Older
Americans Act Programs with emphasis on Title I of the OAA.
FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be forwarded
to Congressmen Pepper and Coelho, Edwin Gipson, and Central
Sierra Area Agency on Aging.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mariposa County Board of Super-

visors this 5th day of April, 1983 by the following vote:

AYES: Taber, Barrick, Dalton, Erickson, Moffitt
NOES : None
ABSENT: None

ABSTAINED: None

ERIC J. ERI¢ZKSON, Chairman
Mariposa County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

ELLEN BRONSON, County Clerk
Ex Officio Clerk of the Board

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL
SUFFICIFNCY:

RTCEARD X. DENHALTER
County Counsel
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LART . ROYBAL, CALIF,
. ARIO BIAGOL M.V,
& ANDREWS, N.C.
" JOMN L. BURTON, CALIF,
DON BONKER, WASH,
THOMAS ). DOWNEY, N.Y,
IAMES 3, FLORIO, N1
HAROLD €, FORO, TENN,
WILLIAM J. NUGHES, N.J.
MARILYN 14070 SOUQUARD, TENM,
M BANTING, NEV.
CAVID W, EVANS, IND,
STANLEY M. LUNDINE, N.Y.
MARY ROSE OAKAR, OHIG
THOMAS A, LUKEN, OMIO
GERALDINK A, FERRARO, N.Y.
BEVERLY B, BYRON, MD.
WILLIAM R, RATCHFORD, CONM.
DAN MICA, FLA.
HENRY A, WAXMAN, CALIF,
MIKEK SYNAR, OKLA,
EUGENE V. ATKINSON, PA.
BUTILER DERRICK, 8.C.
BRUCE P, VENTO, MINN,
BARNKY PRANK, MASS.
TOM LANTOS, CALIF,
BOB SHAMANSKY, ONIO
RON WYDEN, OREG.
DONALD JOSEPH ALBOSTA, MICH,
GED. W, CROCKETT, JR., MICH.
WILLIAM HILL BONER, TENN,

CHARLES H. EDWARDS Uit
CHIEF OF STAFF
YOSEF 5. MIEMER
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF
VAL J. HALAMANDARIS
SENIOR COUNSKL AND
DIRECTOR OF OVERSIGHT
JAMKS A. BRENNAN
ASET, YO THE CHAIRMAN

MATTHEW J. RINALDO, N.J.
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

WILLIAM C. WAMPLER, VA,

JOHN PAUL. HAMMERSCHMIDT, ARN,

MARC L. MARKS, PA,

« RALPH REGULA, OHIO
ROBERT K, DORNAN, CALIF.,
HAROLD €, HOLLENBECK, N.1,
NORMAN O, SHUMWAY, CALIF,
OLYMPIA 1. BHOWK, MAINE
DAN LUNGREN, CALIF,
WMILLICENT FENWICK, N1,
JAMES M. JEFFORDS, VT,
THOMAS 2, TAUKE, IOWA
THOMAS L. PETRI, WIS,
JUDO GREGA, N.H.

DAN COATS, IND.

GEORGE C. WORTLEY, N.Y.
HAL DAUB, NEBA,

LARRY £, CRAIG, 1DAMD
PAT ROBERTE, KANS,

BILL HENDON, N.C.
GREGORY W. CARMAN, N.Y.
COOPER EVANS, IOWA

P

PAUL SCHLEGEL
MINORITY BTAFF DIRECTOR

d. . House of Representativ-3

Select Committee on Aging
Washington, B.E. 20515

Trrerrons: (202) 226-3378 [

January 24, 1983

Dear Tony:

Thank you for sending me a copy of the letter and related material
frorp your constituent, John Fiske, regarding the rights of seniors in
Cahgornia, and especially PSA-12, to participate directly in decision-
making about programs authorized under the Older Americans Act (OAA).

) The issue raised by Mr. Fiske cuts to the very core of congressional
intent 1n enacting the OAA. Was the OAA designed simply to serve the
basic needs of the elderly, needs that are often defined by service-
providers, or was it designed to empower the elderly to assist them to
lead more independent, fulfilling lives? I believe very strongly, and 1
think I am joined by most of our colleagues in the Congress, that OAA

programs should not foster dependence but rather should promote
independence and self-determination.

For further clarification on this issue I would refer you to Title I of
the OAA, which is the "bill of rights" of the Act and establishes the
parameters within which all other Titles of the Act should be
interpreted. In the original Act passed by the Congress in 1965, Title 1
stressed that one important objective for all OAA programs is to promote
the "Freedom, independence and the free exercise of individual initiative
in planning and managing their own lives." The Act was amended in 1973
and a further clarification of Title I objectives was provided as follows:
"to ensure that the planning and operation of such programs will be
undertaken as a partnership of older citizens, community agencies and

State and local governments with appropriate assistance from the Federal
Government."

Based on the objectives spelled out in Title I, I would conclude the

. following:

o any interpretation of the OAA that prohibits older Americans
from enjoying the status of "constituency" either through
their elected representatives or by direct vote denies them
the exercise of individual initiative and is therefore in

conflict with the spirit if not the letter of the objectives of
the Act;

o all citizens eligible to participate in OAA programs
regardless of their age, race, sex or other characteristics,

should be granted full voting rights in those decisions
affecting their lives.




Hon. Tony Coelho
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I appreciate your bringing this to my attention. I would like to keep abreast of
developments on this issue so please keep me informed.

With warmest personal regards, and

Believe me,

Very sjncerely,

(it

Claude Pepper

12

C

The Honorable Tony Coelho
House of Representatives
403 Cannon Building
Washington, DC 20515

4 CP/sma




