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Section 1.0  Introduction 

This report summarizes the methods and findings of special-status bat surveys conducted on the Tenaya Lodge 
Explorer Cabins Project (Project) site. These surveys were completed to gather background information for 
the Project environmental impact report and in accordance with recommendations in the Tenaya Lodge 
Explorer Cabins Biotic Report (H. T. Harvey & Associates 2014) to detect special-status bat species that could 
occur on the Project site. The results of these surveys are intended to support compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act and other applicable regulations. In addition to documenting the presence of 
special-status species on the site, we sought to identify trees with a high potential for having maternity roosts 
and perform follow-up surveys through acoustic monitoring and roost emergence surveys.  
 
The Project involves constructing a high-end camping facility consisting of approximately 24 acres in the 
community of Fish Camp, Mariposa County, California. The Project site lies on the western slope of the central 
Sierra Nevada, approximately 2.8 miles south of the southern entrance to Yosemite National Park and 12.6 
miles north of Oakhurst (Figure 1). Its elevation ranges from 4970 to 5050 feet above sea level. The site is 
bounded to the south by Tenaya Lodge at Yosemite, a resort operated by Delaware North Companies Parks & 
Resorts; to the west by State Route (SR) 41; and to the north and east by private property. The Sierra National 
Forest surrounds the community of Fish Camp. 
 
Proposed construction includes 54 prefabricated cabins, a clubhouse, a swimming pool, 88 paved parking areas 
and roads, and campfire pits (Figure 2). The cabins would each be approximately 500 square feet and equipped 
with sanitary sewer, potable water, electricity, telephone, data, and cable television or equivalent service. The 
clubhouse would serve as a multi-use building overlooking Big Rainier Creek on the eastern boundary of the 
Project site. A large deck and swimming pool would be located just outside the clubhouse. Site access would 
be provided by the existing single-lane dirt road from SR 41, which would be improved as a two-lane paved 
entrance road. Single-lane paved roads would provide access to clustered cabin parking areas off the main access 
road. Undeveloped areas would be maintained around the cabins to enhance the forest experience. Up to four 
campfire locations would be strategically placed at gathering areas and by the clubhouse. The site plan (Figure 
2) is designed to avoid wetlands, meadows, a pond, rock formations, and significant vegetation to the extent 
practicable, and it incorporates existing roads and clearings. The Project also includes a meadow crossing 
consisting of pedestrian bridge access to the Tenaya Lodge and a utility line. 
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